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Statewide Forum on Careers in the Arts for People with Disabilities
“Call for Artists – Artist Find”
The Connecticut Commission on Culture & Tourism, in partnership with Young Audiences Arts for Learning Connecticut, the state’s VSA arts affiliate, is seeking valuable input from artists and administrators with disabilities.
Working with a statewide advisory committee, CCT and YAC will be conducting the state’s first Forum on Careers in the Arts for People with Disabilities on November 15, 2008.  The Forum will assess the educational and career development needs and barriers for careers in the arts for Connecticut artists and arts administrators with disabilities.  Strategies will be developed by Forum participants to overcome the barriers and advance careers in the arts for individuals with disabilities.
In our effort to solicit input and build an inclusive database, we ask all interested artists and individuals to fill out the attached form/survey as well as forward it to others who might be involved with this initiative.  

Please send completed form by 7/1/2008 to: info@yaconn.org and susan.docker@ct.gov. 
Your information is confidential and will be used solely for purposes related to this initiative that supports careers in the arts for people with disabilities. 
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Statewide Forum on Careers in the Arts for People with Disabilities

Call for Artists - Form & Survey
Thank you for responding to this “Call for Artists - Artist Find” for the Statewide Forum. Please complete the following information and return to: info@yaconn.org and susan.docker@ct.gov. 
Name: ________________________________________________

Address: (Street, City, State, Zip):
Phone/Video Phone:_____________________________________  

Email Address: _________________________________________

What is your preferred method of communication? 

□ Mail             □ Email          □ Phone

Is art your primary vocation?  □ Yes      □ No

If yes, what is your artistic discipline? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you work with individuals with disabilities? □ Yes     □ No

If yes, in what capacity

______________________________________________________
Please answer the following survey questions to provide input to the Forum on Careers in the Arts for People with Disabilities.
1. Please briefly describe your arts discipline and what the arts mean to you. 
2.  What are some of the challenges of being an artist in 2008?  What are some of the challenges or barriers to having a career in the arts? What supports, services, resources, and information are necessary to have a career in the arts?
3. What information or resources would make you more successful in having your own career in the arts? Do you currently have access to this information? What format to receive information would be most useful (i.e. workshops, print materials, electronic, web-based, network, coaching)?

4. Have you experienced issues concerning accessibility or discrimination that preventing you from pursuing or enabling you to pursue your career in the arts? 
5. If there have been cases where accommodations have been made [for you or for artists in general] to ensure full participation in the arts, are there successful stories you can share? Unsuccessful?
6. How can communication among artists, artist organizations, media, and public be strengthened and enhanced, especially related to careers in the arts?

7. What advice can you provide to arts administrators across the state on how to better serve artists with disabilities? What could be done to build stronger, more inclusive communication, interaction, and programming?

8. What type of outreach would improve awareness of opportunities in the arts for individuals with disabilities, encourage career development for artists, and address attitudes of patrons?
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