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Culture & Tourism Advisory Committee Meeting 

Department of Economic & Community Development  

One Constitution Plaza 

Hartford, Connecticut  

Monday, October 1, 2012, Main Conference Room 

1:30 PM 

  

MINUTES 

 
Present: Chairman Michael Price, Dick Allen, Arthur Diedrick, Philip Eliasoph (via phone), 

Agostino Galluzzo, Betty Hale, Hans Hartman, Helen Higgins (via phone), Fritz 

Jellinghaus (via phone), Lee Kuckro, Renny Loisel, Will Wilkins, and Ted Yudain  

 

Absent: Nicholas Bellantoni, Charles Bunnell, Carolyn Cicchetti, Anne Elvgren, Herbert Jay, 

Larry McHugh, Guy Ortoleva, Stuart Parnes, Rita Schmidt, Ann Sheffer, and Walter 

Woodward 

 

Staff & Guests: Kip Bergstrom, Randy Fiveash, Leigh Johnson, Bonnie Koba, and Tamara Dimitri 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Price called the Advisory Committee meeting to order.   

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion by Ted Yudain, and second by Betty Hale, the Advisory Committee on Culture and 

Tourism approve the July 10, 2012 meeting minutes of the Advisory Committee with the following 

insertion:  Dick Allen objected to the omission of the artists fellowship grants, and made a 

recommendation to reconsider reinstating the artist fellowship grants.  (Y-10, N-0) 

 

III. AGENDA ITEMS 

 

a) On a motion by Betty Hale, and second by Ted Yudain, the Advisory Committee on Culture and 

Tourism approved the purchase of 39 works of art by 10 Connecticut artists totaling $168,121. 

(Y-10, N-0) 

 

Chairman Price suggested the agency send notification to the senator and representative in the 

district where the artist resides that their work of art was being purchased for the Connecticut 

Artist Collection.  He also suggested that a copy of the notification be sent to the artist and to the 

local media in their respective district.  

 

b) On a motion by Arthur Diedrick, and second by Will Wilkins, the Advisory Committee on 

Culture and Tourism approved a budget of $400,000 for Connecticut Artist Collection for 

Fiscal Year 13-14 cycle of purchasing. (Y-10, N-0) 

 

 

c) On a motion by Ted Yudain, and second by Betty Hale, the Advisory Committee on Culture and 

Tourism approved $17,500 to the Young Men’s Institute Library for the implementation of the 

2013 Poetry Out Loud Program.  (Y-10, N-0) 
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IV. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

On a motion by Arthur Diedrick, and second by Ted Yudain, the Advisory Committee on Culture 

and Tourism approved the following consent agenda items:  (Y-10, N-0) 

 

a. Two (2) Survey and Planning Grants totaling $65,000 

 

b. One (1)  Certified Local Government Historic Preservation Enhancement Grant totaling $2,500 

 

c. A Survey and Planning Grant for the Connecticut Main Street Center’s Preservation of Place 

program for $150,000 over two years 

 

V. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – Michael Price reporting 

 

Chairman Price introduced Lee Kuckro a new member appointed by the Governor to serve on the 

Advisory Committee.   

 

VI. REPORT OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER – Kip Bergstrom Reporting 

 

Arts Catalyze Placemaking Grants 

The first round of the Arts Catalyze Placemaking (ACP) program is expected to be completed by the 

end of the year.  Five information workshops were held around the state and one webinar with the 

evaluation consultant.  Another webinar is scheduled for October 2
nd

.  The regional arts agencies will 

assist DECD staff and provide technical assistance to grantees within their region submitting 

applications.   

 

Governor’s Arts Awards 
Discussion was held regarding combining both the Governor’s Arts Awards and Arts Fellowship 

Award events into one event similar to a Kennedy Center type event where the honoree presents their 

art/performance and to schedule it during the first day of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas. The 

thought was not to have it permanently during the Festival of Arts & Ideas but to do it as a re-launch 

with subsequent awards held in various areas of the state.    

 

Philip Eliasoph commented on the mobility of the awards around the state and thought it was a great 

idea – it would create competition between venues around the state.  We can inform or request 

proposals from venues for the Governor’s Awards for 2014-2015.   

 

Arts and Historic Preservation Consulting Services RFP 

The Arts and Historic Preservation Consulting Services RFP was issued a few weeks ago and a pre-

proposal meeting is scheduled for tomorrow afternoon (October 2, 2012) with applicants.  Proposals 

are due by November 2
nd

.  A selection panel consisting of Deputy Commissioner Kip Bergstrom, Fritz 

Jellinghaus, Chair of the Arts Council; and Sara Nelson, Chair of the Historic Preservation Council 

will select from among the applicants the team most experienced to meet and provide the required 

deliverables based on the proposed funding of $100,000.  From the deliverables, it is anticipated a 

foundation will be laid for a deep integration of art and history – not the co-location or the co-

management, but a true integration of art and history as two dimensions of placemaking.  Information 

provided in the deliverables will be used to develop the position description for the vacant Director of 

Culture’s position.  It is anticipated that the position will be filled by the end of January 2014.   

 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

No other business at this time. 
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VIII. ADJOURNMENT  

A motion to adjourn was made and moved.  The next Advisory Committee is tentatively scheduled for 

December 10, 2012.   

 


