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Governor Rell Announces Plan to Significantly Increase Funding for Connecticut Arts Community

“Cultural Treasures” Program Seeks to Diversify Economy, 

Create Jobs, Expand Industry
Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced a proposal  - a new Cultural Treasures program -- to create an annual pool of $10 million to significantly increase support of Connecticut’s arts community, grow jobs and diversify the state’s economy.
Governor Rell will detail the proposal at a reception for the Arts Community at the New Britain Museum of American Art on Thursday afternoon.

Governor Rell’s plan would intercept a portion of the state’s gross receipts tax on cable television companies and create an annual pool of $10 million ($5 million in state fiscal year 2008 and growing to $10 million in state fiscal year 2009).  The additional funding could be used for either operating or capital support for the state arts industry.  

“Connecticut already has world-class artistic and cultural attractions that are the envy of most states,” Governor Rell said.  “The arts are a source of enjoyment and enrichment for all ages, and a major generator of jobs and collateral business revenue.  However, I do not believe we have fully tapped the rich potential of the arts as an engine of employment and economic development.

“Simply put, I see plenty of room for job growth in our state’s arts industry and I want to do everything I can to stimulate and expand it,” Governor Rell said.  “This plan creates what the Connecticut arts community has wanted for a long time:  A flexible source of long-term financial support.  Since our gross receipts tax revenues are growing at a significant rate, we can put these surplus funds to a productive long-term use without doing harm to the state’s general fund.”

The Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism (CCT) would administer the funds.  For the operating part of the program, CCT would distribute its funding to organizations that could:

· Demonstrate a direct economic benefit to the State of Connecticut
· Improve the state’s quality of life

· Provide an education outreach program for urban and underserved arts constituencies

The capital part of the program would allow eligible arts and cultural institutions to restore, expand and improve their facilities.  Funding would be provided to projects that:

· Address health and safety issues

· Increase the possible economic impact of the facility’s operations

· Expand program space to allow for education outreach to urban and underserved arts constituencies
Each year, over 22 million people enjoy the state’s theaters, art galleries and other creative spaces.  According to a CCT study, the state’s non-profit arts and cultural industry contributed almost $900 million to the state’s economy in 2002 and employed approximately 18,000 people in arts industry created jobs.
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