PRO BONO 
SCHOOL EXPULSION PROJECT
The Project

· The Pro Bono School Expulsion Project seeks to address the unmet need of legal assistance for low-income students in expulsion hearings.  There are state and federal procedural protections for disabled and non-disabled children, yet most of these children -- predominantly low income children -- are unrepresented at these proceedings.
· The Pro Bono School Expulsion Project has trained approximately 40 private attorneys around the state to handle school expulsion cases.
How to Get Help/Referrals

· If you are low income and in need of legal assistance at an expulsion hearing, call Statewide Legal Services (SLS) at (800)-453-3320.  SLS will perform an income eligibility intake to ensure that you qualify to receive legal aid services, complete an education questionnaire, provide pro se advice, send out the “School Expulsion” pamphlet, inform you that your case is being referred to the Pro Bono School Expulsion Project, and obtain verbal consent for the potential pro bono referral.  

· Once the case is deemed eligible, the case will be given to the SLS pro bono coordinator (John Bozzi) for referral to one of the trained private attorneys.  
· SLS is open during the following hours:
Mondays & Wednesdays from 9:00a.m. to 3:00p.m.

Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays from 9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.
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