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PRACTICE TIPS FOR ATTORNEYS AND GAL’S
Questions Every Judge and Lawyer Should Ask About Infants and Toddlers

in the Child Welfare System
:

Physical Health:

1. Has the child received a comprehensive health assessment since entering foster care?

2. Are the child’s immunizations complete and up-to-date for his or her age?

3. Has the child received a hearing and vision screening?

4. Has the child been screened for lead exposure?

5. Has the child received regular dental services?

6. Has the child been screened for communicable diseases?

7. Does the child have a “medical home” where he or she can receive coordinated, comprehensive, continuous health care?
Developmental Health:
1. Has the child received a developmental evaluation by a provider with experience in child development?

2. Are the child and his or her family receiving the necessary early intervention services, e.g., speech therapy, occupational therapy, educational interventions, family support?

Educational/Childcare Setting:

1. Is the child enrolled in a high-quality early childhood program?

2. Is the early childhood program knowledgeable about the needs of the children in the child welfare system? About the needs of this particular child?

Placement:

1. Is the child placed with caregivers knowledgeable about the social and emotional needs of infant and toddlers in out-of-home placements, especially young children who have been abused, exposed to violence, or neglected?

2. Do the caregivers have access to information and support related to the child’s unique needs?

3. Are the foster parents able to identify problem behaviors in the child and seek appropriate services?

4. Are all efforts being made to keep the child in one consistent placement?
Additional Questions to Ensure the Health of Foster Care Children in General
:

1. Has the child received mental health screening?

2. Has the adolescent youth received information about healthy development?

Checklist to Meet the Educational Needs of Children in Foster Care
:
1. Is the child attending school?

2. How is the child faring in school?

3. How does this placement impact the child’s school continuity and stability?

4. Are school records in the child’s case file?

5. What are the medical, developmental, and emotional needs that impact this child’s educational performance?

6. Does this child require general education support services?

7. Does this child require special education evaluation or services?

8. Who is the child’s educational decision-maker?

9. If the child is pre-school aged are they enrolled in an early childhood education program?

10. What is the transition plan to address this older child’s educational and vocational needs and goals?
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