Commission on Child Protection

Bi-Monthly Meeting Minutes

Thursday, September 17, 2009

Commission Members Present: -  Anthony Lazzaro, Judge Carol Wolven, 
Judge Carl Taylor, Paul Chill, John Kelley(via phone)

Commission Members Absent:  Greg Stokes, Linda Sandiaes, Anthony Candido, Ann Dandrow, Monique Ferraro, Shelley Geballe
CCPA Staff members: Carolyn Signorelli and Susan Forbes.
Meeting Commenced:  5:45 p.m.

Current Agenda:

1. Approval of Minutes: 

a) May 21, 2009 minutes approved with corrections to attendees, removed Judge Taylor as absent included in error; 
b) November 20, 2009 minutes approved;
c) January 15, 2009 minutes approved;

d) March 19, 2009 minutes approved;

2. Court Liaison Position
Carolyn Signorelli awarded the CCPA Court Liaison contract to Attorney Karen Damboise.  This is an independent contract. The main function of the Court Liaison Position will be to assist Carolyn with contract attorney feedback, court observation, present trainings and assist with keeping attorneys updated.
3. Database Progress:
a) Progress is being made on the KidsVoice database which will be rolled out in two phases.  Some issues with programming communications and the initial contract negotiations have delayed implementation.  The first phase contains the administrative functions such as receipt of assignments and case management and will be active on November 1, 2009.  The second phase will contain the billing features and has a target date of January 2010. 

4. Budget Update:

a) Valerie Clark provided estimated budget figures for the first quarter of FY 2010.  The possibility of a deficiency at the end of FY 2010 may occur due to the uncertainty of additional state funding cuts. 
b) CCPA Juvenile Matter contracts are all hourly and the total number of billable hours is still unsure. CCPA will continually compare and monitor  the billable hours each month until a better understanding of average hours spent on each case. 
5. Discussion Legislative Priorities:

a) Carolyn requested feedback from the Commission members with regard to addressing our needs with the legislature.  The identical issues continue to be present, but CCPA did not request additional funding due to recession.  Although there probably still will not be any new money available it seems risky to not be getting our needs across during the legislative process.  The Commission agreed that we should start advocating for future progress and increases. 
b) Carolyn: Judge Keller agreed that clarifying the role on assigning, appointing and removal of attorneys should be done statutorily this year.   If judicial wants to keep appointing on as long as use contract attorneys.  . 
6.
New Business/Discussion: 
Per Judicial’s Legal Department, Judges can provide reference for certification as CWLS because it doesn’t affect ability to obtain contract and confidentiality is assured.
Meeting adjourned: 6:38 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Forbes

