Commission on Child Protection
MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, May 15, 2008
The meeting was commenced by the Chair at 5:40 PM
Present:
Carolyn Signorelli; Anthony Lazzaro; Judge John Turner; Judge Michael Mack;

Gregory Stokes; Linda Sandiaes, Paul Chill, John Kelly, Valerie Clark
Public:

Doug Monaghan
1.a. Certification:
Judge Turner had a question about a potential problem with having two different rates for attorneys. CAS explained that by offering certified attorneys a higher hourly rate it will motivate all attorneys to develop expertise to become certified and all clients will be getting better representation.  There is not a current plan to require certification for all contract attorneys.
1.b. Pilot Project:
CAS:  Awarded the RFP to two model offices:  New Haven Legal Assistance and the Southeastern Connecticut Center for Juvenile Justice.  Currently, funds are available to support this pilot, but additional funding for more offices will be sought if this is successful.  The database for the model offices will be up and running in September 2008.
1.c. Database:
PC:  What is the database.

CAS:  Explained the database and the future of eventually sharing information between judicial and DCF.
1.d. Training:

CAS:  Appellate training scheduled for 6/9/08 and a flyer will be going out to the attorneys on 6/10/08. NITA 6/26-6/28 at Yale which is funded through the CIP grant.  NACC 8/3 which 20 attorneys will attend and has been funded by the GTFJAC funds.  GAL training hopefully in the fall for the qualified list of AMC/GALS.
2.a. Contracts:
CAS:  Contracts are in the midst of approval or denial there have been 17 denied.
PC:  Should Commission members approve denials

GS:  Vote on non-renewals as long as the coverage is there.
CAS:  No specific procedure in place.  I can draft a memo with necessary information.
JK:  Agreed with CAS

TL: Chose not to have any information provided on decisions CAS makes

CAS:  The fact that there is not entitlement for a contract renewal is the strongest tool the CCPA has for quality control given the lack of staff and funding to pay attorneys a better rate.  CAS wishes to avoid getting into a “for cause” procedure because that will create an expectation of entitlement and proof that we don’t have the ability to administer. 
CAS:  Generally feedback has been complaints not appearing for hearings, representing client’s wishes, visiting children. CAS observed some attorneys in court.

PC:  Names and quick oral report

CAS:  She is now interviewing all applicants and has denied 3.

3. Family Magistrate Support:

CAS:  Spent time in Hartford for observation.  Initiated hourly billing and standby.  Attorneys can sign up for ½ day at $150 or full day at $300.  Daily max billing is 6 hours court time and 3 hours non-court time.  CAS will try to work with Chief Magistrate to make the process more uniform throughout the State.  

4. Legislation:

CAS:  The bill died in spite of bi-partisan support because an amendment to reform the magistrate was annexed and was too controversial to be called.  

5. Budget:

CAS:  Next year funds for $75/hour by spring for the certified attorneys.  

VC:  Check into carry-forward funds

CAS:  Made a decision to lapse $500K 

6.  New Business:
Judge Turner:  How long for an attorney to be certified
CAS:  1 year

Judge Mack:  Number of petitions out of DCF is increasing with could be related to the economy

CAS:  Come up with legislative advocacy partner with other agencies grant awarded to “R kids” for $10,000 by the New haven Foundation for Women and Children to assess legal representation for their clients.  
GS:  Requested information and preparation in case questions are asked by legislators.  Agenda for next session.  Tony Candido was helpful last day of session getting in touch with Jim Amann’s aide. 
A motion was made by John Kelly and seconded by Paul Chill to add Lawyers for Children of America to the agenda. No one objected. 

Discussion was had concerning proposal.  Greg Stokes made a motion  and John Kelly seconded the motion to turn down the proposal by Lawyers for Children of America, all in favor, motion carried.

7. Public Participation:

Doug Monaghan: Commented on Great job CAS is doing.  Although, compensation is still an issue.  A 1990 Federal court decision decided a responsible rate of $90/hour is acceptable which during the lawsuit the attorneys were hoping the $90 would be the bar.  What’s the best way to deal with the state legislators to get heir attention?
Judge Mack:  Everyone is in favor of kids until is costs money

CAS:  Need to meet with Governor and governor staff.
Judge Mack:  October/November cultivate the editorial staff to show jail space can be saved starting here. 
Approval of minutes for January 24, 2008:  Judge Mack made motion to accept, Paul Chill seconded; all accepted.

Meeting adjourned 8:10 PM

