Commission on Child Protection
Bi-Monthly Meeting Minutes

Thursday, January 15, 2009

Commission Members Present: Anthony Lazzaro-Chair, Paul Chill, Linda Sandiaes and Carl Taylor


Commission Members Absent:  Shelley Geballe, John Kelley, Gregory Stokes, Sr., Anthony Candido and Ann Dandrow.

CCPA Staff members: Carolyn Signorelli and Susan Forbes

Members of the Public: Attorney Douglas Monaghan and Attorney David Stone
Meeting Commenced:  5:45 p.m. 
Regular Session Commenced:  5:45 p.m.
Current Agenda:
1. Approval of Minutes: 

a) November 20, 2008 minutes passed over, no quorum.

2. Database Progress:
a) Carolyn Signorelli provided an update on the KidsVoice Database.  The first phase is in place and the Model Offices will be trained this month.  The target date for juvenile contract attorneys is July 2009.
3. Budget Update:
a) Carolyn Signorelli provided details on the status of the Commission’s budget in response to the current state budget cuts.  In the first round, The Commission’s budget was rescinded by 5%.

b) Discussion was had on preparing for additional budget cuts and consolidation of training.
4. Legislative Update:
a) Carolyn Signorelli provided an update on her efforts in getting proposed legislative amendments to Raised Bill 325 Section 2, 3 & 4.  
b) Carolyn Signorelli advised to date no further information has been received regarding the recommendation to the CIP program. 

5. Application/Contract Process:
a) Carolyn Signorelli advised she is implementing an alternative way to provide cost effective representation in Family Matters. Thirteen fixed annual contracts will be given to a few attorneys to provide all paternity and contempt coverage for a specific court. 
6. Annual Report Progress:
A draft of The Second Annual Report of the Chief Child Protection Attorney was distributed to Commission Members.  The Commission Members were requested to review the report and advise CCPA of any questions or suggestions.
7. CHRO Complaints:
The Sherman CHRO was referred to an investigator.

8. New Business/Discussion:
There is no new business.

9. Public Participation:
a) Attorney Douglas Monaghan: Suggested CCPA continue legislative advocacy to retain the current budget.  Expressed gratitude in CCPA’s future $75/hour compensation to contracted Child Welfare certified attorneys.
b) Attorney David Stone: Contacted the Center for Children’s Advocacy to obtain recorded CCA/CCPA training however, to date has not received the information. Questioned non-payment to attorneys for attendance at CCPA seminars as part of the current contract.  Commented that contract attorneys do not have enough information on the balance of CCPA’s budget. 
Commission members will take public participation under advisement. 

Meeting adjourned: 6:32 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Forbes
