
This briefing is a unique opportunity for lawmakers, legislative staffers, 

policymakers, advocates, judges, and attorneys to learn how children in foster 

care can achieve better futures through stable and permanent families. Speakers 

will showcase effective policies and promising practices to support policymakers 

in helping achieve lifelong families.

Sponsors:
Connecticut Voices for Children  • The Annie E. Casey Foundation/Casey Family Services

Achieving Lifelong Families
A Legislative Briefing

Cosponsors:
The Center for Children’s Advocacy at the University of Connecticut • The Connecticut Association 
of Foster and Adoptive Parents • The Connecticut Commission on Child Protection • The Connecticut 
Office of the Child Advocate

Wednesday, December 5, 2007
Lunch at 11:30 a.m. 
Program from noon to 2 p.m.

State Capitol Building
Room 310

Hartford, Connecticut



Legislative Cohosts:

Sen. Jonathan Harris • Sen. John Kissel • Sen. Toni Harp • Sen. Ed Meyer •  
Rep. Toni Walker • Rep. Anne Ruwet • Rep. Faith McMahon 

Keynote Speaker:

Marc Cherna
Director, Department of Human Services, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania

Cherna came to Allegheny County in 1996 to take charge of the county’s child 
protective service agency and immediately implemented system-wide changes 
that have resulted in better permanency outcomes for children. These reforms 
have received national recognition and awards. Today, he oversees a department 
with 1,200 employees and contracts with 500 service providers that serve 250,000 
clients a year. 

From 1996 to 2005, Allegheny County experienced a 24 percent reduction in 
foster care placements, three times greater than the national average. In addition, 
in 2004, 79 percent of children were reunified with family, 24 percent higher than 
the national average.

Featured Speaker:

Lauren Frey 
Project Director of Permanency Services, Casey Family Services

Frey has 25 years of experience in the field of permanency planning, system reform, 
and adoption for older children and youth. She oversees the implementation of 
Casey’s agencywide permanency-focused model of service. Prior, she was director of 
Massachusetts Families for Kids, a system reform project. She is the parent of four 
young adults–one son and three daughters adopted as older adolescents “aging out” 
of the foster care system.

Connecticut Voices for Children
   The Annie E. Casey Foundation/Casey Family Services

RSVP by Friday, November 30, 2008, to Angela at 203.401.6952 or  
info@caseyfamilyservices.org


