Commission on Child Protection

Bi-Monthly Meeting Minutes

Thursday, May 20, 2010

Commission Members Present:  Abby Anderson (via phone), Paul Chill (Acting Chair), John Kelley, Judge Carl Taylor and Judge Carol Wolven.

Commission Members Absent:  Barbara Aaron, Anthony Lazzaro and Linda Sandiaes and Greg Stokes. 
CCPA Staff members:  Karen Damboise, Susan Forbes and Carolyn Signorelli.
Public: David Stone

Meeting Commenced:  5:50 p.m. (No quorum)

Current Agenda:

1. Approval of Minutes:  
No quorum.  Minutes were emailed to Commission members for review at next meeting.
2. Budget Update:
COCP needs to request additional funding because SECCJJ is expanding, attorney billing expenses are going up and KIDS is now up and running.   
3. Legislative Update:
a) SB 31: States have an Education Stability Plan.    
b) Carolyn Signorelli: Discussed the passing of SB 31, over and beyond the bare minimum to include really implement Federal intent.  

c) Bill 5146: Minimum four visits a month.  Administrative hearing if ceasing visit.  Positive part – did not pass.
d) Bill 5522: Discussed - did not pass.
4. Contract Renewals and New Applicants:
a) Litigation on Non-Renewals – CHRO updates. Federal Court denied CCPA Motion to Dismiss (re: Attorney Richard White).   
b) Family Attorney consulting with same attorney.
5. Family Reunification Day Update:

a) National Movement Federal Legislative Session.  

b) Carolyn Signorelli: DCF and Judicial in Connecticut 1st.
c) National Reunification Day on July 16th.  It was a two hour ceremony at the Capitol celebrating families that have been reunited since January, 2010.  Two families spoke at the ceremony.  These families received proclamations from the Governor.
6.
RFP: 

a) Expanding SECCJJ to Hartford.  CCPA received three responses, two in Hartford and one in Bridgeport.  CCPA negotiated the SECCJJ contract in Hartford and the Connecticut Legal Services contract in Bridgeport and Willimantic (100) by lowering the cost per case. 

b) The Jalowiec & Zeck Firm has formed their own Model Office.  They have received funds from CCPA and as a non-for-profit. 
7.
Visit to D.C. for Consultation and Database Grant: 

a) KIDS and CCPA applied for grants to expand the database to get $300,000 to expand and keep it going.    

b) D. Duquerte starts first MCWLO.  Carolyn Signorelli provided background.  Observed couple of states, Connecticut was one and observed for two days.  

8.
Possible Collaboration with CIP:

a) Carolyn Signorelli spoke with Joan Jenkins about utilizing GALs thru Casa - assessing.  

b) Paul Chill: Best interest - allow our attorneys to use their GAL.

c) Volunteers - still just beginning to discuss this program and still need to define.  GAL would be part of attorney team and be a consultant - help attorney with the leg work, i.e., attend treatment hearings, etc.

9.
National Quality Improvement Center on the Representation of Children in the 
Child Welfare System visit to Connecticut:

10.  New Business:

a) Feedback – looked at KIDS database.  Not sure if all attorneys are putting the same information in the same area to track.  Data showing amount of time with children is 4th or 5th.  Attorneys are not billing in areas we really want them.  

1) Court

2) Reviewing

3) Travel just to Court – significant.  Idea – travel to court – commute but still pay for travel to visit, ACR,DCF and CPS.  Looking for suggestions on seeing their clients.  
4) Visits 
b) Carol Taylor: not a way to accomplish seems punative.  

11. Public Participation:

c) Perception on KIDS – auditing all attorneys all the time. 
d) Carolyn Signorelli: Inconsistencies we see– anything wrong not getting paid – attorneys have to explain a lot – CAS – cut off date.    

Meeting adjourned: 7:15 p.m.


Carol Wolven: Moved to adjourn the meeting first.

John Kelley:  Second the motion to adjourn the meeting.
Next meeting in September
Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Forbes
