Commission on Child Protection

Bi-Monthly Meeting Minutes

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Commission Members Present: - Chaired by Gregory Stokes, Sr., Paul Chill, Linda Sandiaes,, Carol Wolven  and Carl Taylor. John Kelley joined by phone.

Commission Members Absent: Anthony Lazzaro, Shelley Geballe, Anthony Candido and 
Ann Dandrow.
Public Present: David Stone, Susan Carr, Claudia Maxwell.

CCPA Staff members: Carolyn Signorelli and Susan Forbes.
Meeting Commenced:  5:56 p.m. 

Current Agenda:

1. Approval of Minutes: 

a) January 15, 2009 minutes passed.  No quorum.

2. Discussion – Commissions’ letter in support of the Office of the Child Advocate: 

General Consensus that Commission should not get involved in advocacy on behalf of another state agency, especially one with oversight authority over the Commission.  CCPA explained that her testimony on behalf of CTF was pursuant to her role as Acting Chair of CTF’s Council.
3. Database Progress:
a) Model Offices are using the KidsVoice software and working out bugs.  The final version of the KidsVoice software should be made available for Attorney use on July 1, 2009.
4. Budget Update:

a) CCPA provided AR answered questions.  The budget presentation for the subcommittee demonstrated CCPA’s workload and workflow.  CCPA explained what CCPA is doing to keep within the Governor’s budget proposal.
5. Legislative Update:

a) Several Bills that would impact on our child and parent clients required input from CCPA at several public hearings.
b) Our bills had Public Hearing in Judiciary.
6.
Proposed Rule Changes: 
a) CCPA went over Rules changes and clarified them.

b) Rule 33a-2: Requiring Placement information be provided to counsel for child at time of OTC.
c) 35a-9: Limiting court access to Social Study.

d) 35a-19: Clarification of Probate Attorney’s responsibility when case transferred to Juvenile Court. 
e) 35a-21: Attorney or underling stay on even though different attorney on for Appeal Review and other just to handle the Appeal.  Example: Lyric H.   Appeal Advocacy is progressing.

f)
Appellate Rule Changes: Matters should be expedited.  AG’s agree but are 
      short staffed.  Letter forwarded to Appellate Rules Committee. CCPA has 
      not had a response.
6. Application/Contract Process: New Family Matters Contract:
a) CAS: Received email from Attorney about why this would cause issues in court.  CAS will look into this.  Continuation may be on different date in conflict with other court dates. Hoping Magistrates work with Attorneys.  
7. CHRO Complaints: 
a)  Harold Sherman has withdrawn his complaint.
8. New Business/Discussion:

There is no new business.

9. Public Participation:

a) No one addressed the Commission.
Meeting adjourned: 6:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Forbes

