Commission on Child Protection

Bi-Monthly Meeting Minutes

Thursday, January 21, 2010

Commission Members Present: - Judge Carl Taylor, Greg Stokes, Linda Sandiaes, Abby Anderson.


Commission Members Absent:  Judge Carol Wolven, Paul Chill, Anthony Lazzaro John Kelley, Barbara Aaron and Anthony Candido, Ann Dandrow, Monique Ferraro and Shelly Geballe.

CCPA Staff members: Carolyn Signorelli and Valerie Clark.
Meeting Commenced:  5:48 p.m.

Current Agenda:

1. Approval of Minutes: 

No quorum.
2. Budget Update:
FY 2010 projections: If next month expenditures goes up to 900,000, we may have to look at the cap if projections go up.  Raise the age, haven’t seen much of a change because of GAL’s.  
3. Reunification Day/Parent Advocacy Project::
a) CCPA partnering with DCF and Judicial to begin a CT Day to coincide with National Family Reunification Day.  
b) Carolyn suggested exploring a parent advocacy project by helping parents in system.  Start a committee with interested parents.  

Carl Taylor: Costs; who trains advocates, what happens in conflicts?  Can someone else do it?
Abby Anderson: Parent advocate on schools PPT’s.

Carolyn will thoroughly research before launching.
4. Proposal – Re: Pilot Project for Pre-Petition Representation:

a) Met with Toni Walker. She was interested in ways to prevent petitions.  There are models where attorneys get involved pre-petition.  Could be dollar shifting but need appropriations to implement.  More data on outcomes.  Work with DCF and Judicial to compare to pilot offices time to vacating OTC’s. SCJJ looked real good 400 assignments, 99 petition withdrawals; need to compare before they started and to other courts.

5. Data Sharing Meeting with DCF staff::

Brian Mattiola will set up meeting with staff and Carolyn.
6.
New Business/Discussion: 

a) Possible expand model offices.  Hartford: Attorneys caseloads too high.  The consolidation of Stamford/Norwalk is a concern.  Four attorneys said they will not go to Stamford.  Need to transitioning funding from independent attorneys to model office. 
b) Carolyn Signorelli: Educational stability bill key legislation pending this session.
c) Douglas Monaghan to Chair CBA’s currently defunct Children and the Law Committee and revive it.
7.
Public Participation: 

No one attended.

Meeting adjourned: 6:38 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Valerie Clark
