

This year’s forum will provide a specific emphasis on adolescents who are involved with the court as a child protection or status offender case that attorneys, judges and court staff encounter in their day to day work.  The focus will be on knowledge acquisition, application of law, especially the Interstate Compact, and services available for youth.

Featured Speaker:

Abigail Baird, Ph.D.  Assistant Professor Vassar College

“Understanding Adolescent Brain Development” 

Abigail Baird earned her B.A. in biopsychology from Vassar College and her M.A. and PhD. in developmental psychology from Harvard University. Her research interests include the integration of emotion and cognition across development, with a particular focus on neural development during adolescence. She is currently working on a series of studies that examine how teenagers use emotional and cognitive information to inform their decision-making. Her other interests include neuroimaging, as well as, the influence of psychological science on law and public policy.
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AGENDA 


June 4, 2008

8:30 a.m. -9:30 a.m. 
Registration and Continental Breakfast

9:30 a.m.    

Welcome and Introduction of Key Note Speaker
9:30 a.m.

Key Note Speaker – Understanding Adolescent Brain Development
· Abigail Baird, Ph.D. – Assistant Professor, Vassar College

11:00 a.m.

Morning Break

11:15 a.m.

Key Note continued

12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Lunch

1:30 p.m. - 3:30p.m.
Breakout Sessions

Session A:  The Interstate Compacts for Juvenile Matters
Workshop participants will learn about current laws and policies and proposed changes and will participate in a facilitated discussion about the challenges and strategies handling Interstate Compact child protection cases and juvenile justice cases.  Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions about the application of the Compact in Connecticut.

Session B:  Why do we need Gender Specific Services for our Children?

Workshop attendees will learn why evidence based practices that are gender specific are used in the treatment of boys and girls in the juvenile justice system.  Emphasis will be on services for girls and boys in the Families with Service Needs population.
Session C:  Adolescent Services
Workshop attendees will learn about the services available to youth through the Department of Children and Families and the Judicial Branch, Court Support Services Division.  Services for youth aging out of care and those involved in the juvenile justice system will be explored.   The presenters will define the target population and the eligibility criteria for services.
Session D:  Talking to Kids about Court

Workshop attendees will hear from practitioners about how to talk with their child clients about court and court attendance. Emphasis will be placed on how best to determine if it is appropriate for a child to attend a court proceeding, how to prepare a child if it is determined the child should attend and how to debrief with the child after a court proceeding.

2:30 p.m.
Afternoon Break

2:45 p.m.
Resume Sessions 

3:30 p.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Feedback on the day/Completion of Evaluations
