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Connecticut Commission on Health Equity


Minutes to the December 21, 2010 Meeting

Legislative Office Building Room 1B
Present:  Glenn Cassis, Sharon Mierzwa, Lorraine Carrano, Catherine Medina, Marie Spivey, Jose Ortiz, Arvind Shaw, Colleen Gallagher, Tory Westbrook, Elizabeth Krause, Kelson Ettienne-Modeste, Ann Ferris, Doreen McGrath, Natasha Pierre, Raja Staggers-Hakim 
Call-in: Marja Hurley, Nancy Berger, Cathy Graves, Paul Cleary, Meg Hooper, Kristen Noelle Hatcher, Marie Kirkley-Bey, Werner Oyandel, Stephanie Paulmeno 
Absent: Kenneth Alleyne, James Gatling, James Rawlings, Michael Williams, Gregory Stanton, Sylvia Gafford-Alexander, Paul Flinter
1. Welcome and Introductions. Chair Dr. Marie Spivey welcomed members of the Commission and visitors to the meeting. All present identified themselves and the organization they were representing. Dr. Spivey welcomed Dr. Catherine Medina to the Commission on Health Equity. Commissioner Medina is Assistant Professor of Puerto Rican/Latino Studies Project at UCONN School of Social Work. 

2. Approval of Minutes. Dr. Marie Spivey requested a motion to accept the minutes from November 16th. 
3. Presentation. Mr. Kevin Lembo, Healthcare Advocate and Comptroller-elect offered an update on his transition to the Comptrollers Office, the status of the Office on Healthcare Advocate, and Sustinet. He indicated that his work as Healthcare Advocate will end on Jan. 9th and that he will no longer be seated in the office effective Jan. 4th The Advisory committee for The Office of Healthcare Advocate decided on an open process to fill the Healthcare Advocate position. Approximately twenty-seven interviews occurred for the position with the intention to recommend to the Governor five individuals. At the Office of State Comptroller, Mr. Lembo has been meeting with division directors on pension and pension reform and health care and healthcare reform. The Comptroller Office has played a huge role in such issues and plans continued involvement in this work. Mr. Lembo has focused efforts in addressing his executive staffing plan and has given thought to some of his focus areas one of which is infant mortality and low birth weight in communities of color. He will consider some fund raising efforts and supporting legislation addressing infant mortality and low birth weight. Mr. Lembo gave an update on Sustinet.  He indicated that the committee finished work in July, forwarded their reports, and finalized recommendations to the Governor on ways to reform health care financing and the healthcare delivery system. The plan includes strategies to use the purchasing power of the State to make a difference and integrate best practice. The Sustinet Board will continue to recruit members who represent communities that were not included in the initial board make-up. Mr. Lembo proposed that the Sustinet plan is going to be a phased-in process with a combination of coordination of existing purchasing, the development of a business plan and feasibility study, and the creation of a public option that will live on the exchanges of the federal law and abide by the laws of other plans in the State. He mentioned a proposed change to extend Medicaid Coverage to childless adults – currently there is a desire among Board Members to see an early phase-in of people living at 130% of the Federal Poverty Level. He also mentioned that Sustinet has engaged in conversations about educating the community and the importance in making sure that the conversation is culturally and linguistically appropriate so that the information is accessible. Chair Marie Spivey added that each Sustinet task force has included a section on health disparities and health equity. Commissioner Arvind Shaw posed a question about the role of Medicaid waivers in financing of healthcare initiatives. Commissioner Ortiz asked about the role of Sustinet in addressing mental illness. Mr. Lembo indicated that Sustinet by statute is required to meet all clinical mandates under the market now and under Federal Medicaid Guidelines and hopes to attract more providers back into the Medicaid program. Commissioner Sharon Mierzwa asked about recommendations for CLAS standards and cultural competency training in the report. Mr. Lembo indicated that year-two work should reflect this change. However, year one recommendations will include only brief mention of overarching principles in the report. Commissioner Stephanie’s Carrano posed a question about dental coverage. However, the board has not made a decision on dental. Chair Marie Spivey proposed that the Commission work on getting word out about Sustinet through the Public Voice committee to make sure that information is getting out to the community at large.
4. Committee Reports. Policy Committee. Co-Chair Arvind Shaw indicated that the committee has had the opportunity to review some older documents of work that the committee has done previously. The committee has decided to review old information and to make projections about moving forward. He indicated that there was a great degree of overlap with other committee work. Commissioner Shaw indicated that the Policy Committee plans to meet with other State Commissioners and members of Governor Malloy’s transition team. The Policy Committee has discussed meeting with other committees regarding overlap in work and to organize the Commission so to have a comprehensive discussion that is instructive and broad and includes the agencies that we will work with in the state. He mentioned that the Policy Committee is developing an overarching policy statement from which we can develop some goals and objectives. The goal is to develop a preamble. The Executive Director put something together. The Committee also discussed training legislators and commissioners in cultural competency and transforming such training into healthcare practice. Dr. Spivey mentioned that the commission is considering such training and requesting a trainer from the Office of Minority Health at DHHS. Commissioner Natasha Pierre indicated that this training might also serve as one of the required briefings. Dr. Spivey agreed and indicated that as the Policy Committee continues this work, there will be need to develop a white paper to indicate who will receive training and how. Executive Director, Raja Staggers-Hakim and Commissioner Nancy Berger have worked on a statement to focus on the CLAS Standards – commissioners will receive this document via email. Data Committee: This update was not audible. Public Voice Committee:  Commissioner Kelson Etienne-Modeste indicated that the committee met on November 29. He discussed the website development and modifications to the committees work from the annual report.  He indicated that technological issues prevented showing some of the images that the committee selected for the website. He also indicated that he and Raja Staggers-Hakim met with the Department of Information Technology. He elaborated further on the need for the Public Voice Committee to refocus objectives to exclude the objective on ensuring high quality cultural competency training. He indicated that this objective is too in-depth for the committee. It was added that one of the discussions that took place was that guaranteeing the education was not under the Public Voice purview but getting out the information about such trainings (i.e. location) was the under the purview of the committee. Commissioner Modeste mentioned that the public hearings are to occur in Bridgeport, Hartford, and New Haven. He also mentioned developing some type of brochure to help publicize these events and for the commissioners to have to share with others about the Commission. Legislative Committee. Commissioner Sharon Mierwza indicated that the Legislative Committee has met by conference call twice and will have a face-to-face meeting in January. Commissioner Werner Oyandel has agreed to serve as co-chair. He has put together a recommendation for the Legislative Committee based on the Office of Legislative Review and their priorities including support for Sustinet. The Legislative committee will strongly advance the Sustinet profile in the legislative session. The committee has also discussed how best to monitor and track bills coming forward and specifically to focus on those bills that have systemic impact. The committee has reviewed the work plan and objectives and it intends to schedule a legislative briefing in April. Commissioner Mierwza mentioned the State and Local Recommendation from an IOM report. She indicated that recommendation five melds the Legislative Committee work with the larger goals of the Commission and what the Commission is trying to do in terms of research and outreach. She added that this is a framework for what we are trying to accomplish. Resource Development Committee. Commissioner Ann Ferris stated that the Resource Development met to lay the framework for new resource development activities for the Commission. She indicated the need for additional commissioners to join the committee. She indicated that there are two approaches to the work: (1) to have a core group to discuss how to develop a resource base for the commission and to determine the funding streams for other state and national Commission work. (2) Frame one area for the commission to focus on an effort to establish a resource base. Commissioner Ferris indicated that the Resource Development Committee intends to have discussion with the CT Health Foundation Fellows group around CLAS Standards to think about a model to support CT community groups to address health disparities. Commissioner Marie Spivey mentioned that the CT Statewide Multicultural Health Partnership has been addressing CLAS Standards since its inception. She suggested that the Commission’s work here should focus on the accountability factor and particularly with regard to CLAS standards. She added there is no state in the country that is thinking about accountability for CLAS. She further indicated that each objective for the commission might stem from those CLAS Standards. Commissioner Elizabeth Krause indicated that CLAS standards might limit how the Commission addresses health disparities. She suggests that while it is good to collaborate, it is important to keep larger issues present and to continue to focus on systemic factors. Chair Marie Spivey agreed and indicated that the CLAS standards can take us to a broader level throughout the state. 
5. Report-Health Equity Director. Raja Staggers-Hakim gave an update on the Commission’s Website. She indicated that there is a frame set-up for the site and that the final step was to complete a portal training – which she completed.  She mentioned that she will soon request bios from commissioners for the website and will send out a template to collect standard biographical information. She has worked with the Public Voice Committee to select images for the site.  She indicated that the images selected convey messages around health and diversity. She also indicated developing an orientation packet for new commissioner. She requested that committees update their work plans and to make changes to the objectives. She would like to establish a timeframe to complete the work for the Commission. She met with a representative from the American Lung Association to learn about their legislative agenda. One focus area would be the extension of Medicaid coverage around smoking cessation to populations beyond pregnant women. She indicated a forthcoming meeting with Dr. Stanton Wolfe of UCONN Health Center to discuss an internship program with the Commission. The Commission will work with 2-5 student interns in January. In addition, Dr. Staggers-Hakim will meet with Senator Toni Harp in December to provide an update on the Commissions work and focus to date. 

6. Other Business. Dr. Marie Spivey acknowledged the work of Commissioner Tory Westbrook for co-chairing the Transition Team for Gov. Malloy. Dr. Westbrook, indicated that the ideas of the Commission on Health Equity are interwoven in the recommendations such that health equity and health justice are on the minds of everyone.  
7. Next Meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for January 18, 2010. 
8. Adjournment.                
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