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SUMMARY OF BROADBAND-RELATED PROVISIONS IN  
THE AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 

to be signed into law by the President on February 17, 2009 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
 
Rural Utilities Service 
Distance learning, telemedicine, and broadband program 

for the cost of broadband loans and loan guarantees, as authorized by the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 901 
et seq.) and for grants (including for technical assistance): Provided that … 

$2,500,000,000 

 
• this amount is available for grants, loans and loan guarantees for broadband infrastructure in any area of the 

United States 
• at least 75 percent of the area to be served by a project shall be in a rural area without sufficient access to high 

speed broadband service to facilitate rural economic development, as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture 
• priority for awarding such funds shall be given to project applications for broadband systems that will deliver end 

users a choice of more than one service provider  
• priority for awarding funds made available under this paragraph shall be given to projects that provide service to 

the highest proportion of rural residents that do not have access to broadband service 
• priority shall be given for project applications from borrowers or former borrowers under title II of the Rural 

Electrification Act of 1936 and for project applications that include such borrowers or former borrowers 
• priority for awarding such funds shall be given to project applications that demonstrate that, if the application is 

approved, all project elements will be fully funded  
• priority for awarding such funds shall be given to project applications for activities that can be completed if the 

requested funds are provided  
• priority for awarding such funds shall be given to activities that can commence promptly following approval 
• no area of a project funded with amounts made available under this paragraph may receive funding to provide 

broadband service  under the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
• the Secretary shall submit a report on planned spending and actual obligations describing the use of these funds 

not later than 90 days after the date of enactment of this Act, and quarterly thereafter until all funds are obligated, 
to the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
Broadband technology opportunities program 
$4,700,000,000
 

  for ``Broadband Technology Opportunities Program'':   

 
of the funds provided, not less than $4,350,000,000 shall be expended pursuant to division B of this Act  
[DIVISION B, TITLE VI--BROADBAND TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM, excerpted below], of 
which:  
 

• not less than $200,000,000 shall be available for competitive grants for expanding public computer center 
capacity, including at community colleges and public libraries  

• not less than $250,000,000 shall be available for competitive grants for innovative programs to encourage 
sustainable adoption of broadband service  

• and $10,000,000 shall be transferred to ``Department of Commerce, Office of Inspector General'' for the purposes 
of audits and oversight of funds provided under this heading and such funds shall remain available until expended  
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[TITLE VI--BROADBAND TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM 
SEC. 6001. BROADBAND TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM. 
 
The Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Communications and Information (Assistant Secretary) [head of NTIA], in 
consultation with the FCC (Commission), shall establish a national broadband service development and expansion 
program in conjunction with the technology opportunities program, which shall be referred to as the Broadband 
Technology Opportunities Program. … 
        
The purposes of the program are to-- 

• provide access to broadband service to consumers residing in unserved areas of the United States 
• provide improved access to broadband service to consumers residing in underserved areas of the U.S. 
• provide broadband education, awareness, training, access, equipment, and support to-- 

-- schools, libraries, medical and healthcare providers, community colleges and other institutions of higher 
education, and other community organizations… 
--  organizations that provide outreach, access, equipment, and support services to facilitate greater use of 
broadband service by low-income, unemployed, aged, and otherwise vulnerable populations; and 
-- job-creating strategic facilities located within a State-designated economic zone, Economic Development 
District designated by the Department of Commerce, Renewal Community or Empowerment Zone designated by 
the Department of Housing and Urban Development, or Enterprise Community designated by the Department of 
Agriculture 

• improve access to, and use of, broadband service by public safety agencies  
• stimulate the demand for broadband, economic growth, and job creation. 

       
The Assistant Secretary may consult a State, the District of Columbia, or territory or possession of the United States with 
respect to the-- 

• identification of unserved and underserved areas located in that State and  
• allocation of grant funds within that State for projects in or affecting the State. 

        
The Assistant Secretary shall-- 

• establish and implement the grant program as expeditiously as practicable 
• ensure that all awards are made before the end of fiscal year 2010 
• seek such assurances as may be necessary or appropriate from grantees that they will substantially complete 

projects in accordance with project timelines, not to exceed 2 years following an award 
• report on the status of the program to [House and Senate Committees] every 90 days. 

  
To be eligible for a grant under the program, an applicant shall-- 

• be a State or political subdivision thereof,  
             the District of Columbia, a territory or possession of the U.S., an Indian tribe…or native Hawaiian organization; 
             a nonprofit foundation, corporation, institution, or association; or 
             any other entity, including a broadband service or infrastructure provider, that the Assistant Secretary finds by  
                   rule to be in the public interest. In establishing such rule, the Assistant Secretary shall to the extent practicable  
                   promote the purposes of this section in a technologically neutral manner;        

• submit an application…as the Assistant Secretary may require 
• provide a detailed explanation of how any amount received will be used to carry out the purposes of this section 

in an efficient and expeditious manner, including a showing that the project would not have been implemented 
during the grant period without Federal grant assistance 

• demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Assistant Secretary, that it is capable of carrying out the project… 
• demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Assistant Secretary, that it will appropriate (if the applicant is a State or 

local government agency) or otherwise unconditionally obligate, from non-Federal sources, funds required to 
meet the [federal share] requirements of subsection (f) 

• disclose the source and amount of other Federal or State funding sources … 
• provide such assurances and procedures as the Assistant Secretary may require… 
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The Federal share of any project may not exceed 80 percent, except 
the Assistant Secretary may increase the Federal share of a project above 80 percent if-- 

• the applicant petitions the Assistant Secretary for a  waiver and 
• the Assistant Secretary determines that the petition demonstrates financial need. 

 
The Assistant Secretary may make competitive grants under the program to-- 

• acquire equipment, instrumentation, networking capability, hardware and software, digital network technology, 
and infrastructure for broadband services 

• construct and deploy broadband service related infrastructure 
• ensure access to broadband service by community anchor institutions 
• facilitate access to broadband service by low-income, unemployed, aged, and otherwise vulnerable populations in 

order to provide educational and employment opportunities to members of such populations 
• construct and deploy broadband facilities that improve public safety broadband communications services 
• undertake such other projects and activities as the Assistant Secretary finds to be consistent with the urposes for 

which the program is established. 
 
 The Assistant Secretary, in awarding grants under this section, shall, to the extent practical-- 

• award not less than 1 grant in each State 
• consider whether an application to deploy infrastructure in an area will, if approved 

        -- increase the affordability of, and subscribership to, service to the greatest population of users in the area 
             --  provide the greatest broadband speed possible to the greatest population of users in the area 
        -- enhance service for health care delivery, education, or children to the greatest population of users in  the area  
       -- not result in unjust enrichment as a result of support for non-recurring costs through another Federal Program  
                 for service in the area 

• consider whether the applicant is a socially and economically disadvantaged small business concern as defined 
under section 8(a) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637). 

 
The Assistant Secretary-- 

• shall require any entity receiving a grant pursuant to  this section to report quarterly… and the Assistant Secretary 
shall make these reports available to the public 

• may establish additional reporting and information requirements for any recipient of any assistance… 
• shall establish appropriate mechanisms to ensure appropriate use and compliance with all terms of any funds 

made available pursuant to this section 
• may…deobligate awards to grantees that demonstrate an insufficient level of performance, or wasteful  or 

fraudulent spending, as defined in advance by the Assistant Secretary, and award these funds … 
• shall create and maintain a fully searchable database, accessible on the Internet at no cost to the public… 

 
Concurrent with the issuance of the Request for Proposal for grant applications,  
the Assistant Secretary shall, in coordination with the Commission, publish  
the non-discrimination and network interconnection obligations that shall be contractual conditions of grants…  
including, at a minimum, adherence to the principles contained in the Commission's broadband policy statement  
(FCC 05-15, adopted August 5, 2005). 
 
Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this section, the Commission shall submit to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate, a report containing a national broadband plan. 
 

The national broadband plan shall seek to ensure that all people of the United States have access to broadband 
capability and shall establish benchmarks for meeting that goal. The plan shall also include-- 

• an analysis of the most effective and efficient mechanisms for ensuring broadband access by all… 
• a detailed strategy for achieving affordability of such service and maximum utilization of Broadband 

infrastructure and service by the public 
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• an evaluation of the status of deployment of broadband service, including progress of projects supported by 
the grants made pursuant to this section 

• a plan for use of broadband infrastructure and services in advancing consumer welfare, civic participation, 
public safety and homeland security, community development, health care delivery, energy independence and 
efficiency, education, worker training, private sector investment, entrepreneurial activity, job creation and 
economic growth, and other national purposes. 

 
In developing the plan, the Commission shall have access to data provided to other Government agencies under the 
Broadband Data Improvement Act (47 U.S.C. 1301 note). 

 
 The Assistant Secretary shall develop and maintain a comprehensive nationwide inventory map of existing broadband 
service capability and availability in the United States that depicts the geographic extent to which broadband service 
capability is deployed and available from a commercial provider or public provider throughout each State. Not later than 2 
years after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Assistant Secretary shall make the broadband inventory map 
developed and maintained pursuant to this section accessible by the public on a World Wide Web site of the NTIA in a 
form that is interactive and searchable.] 
 

 
of the funds provided, up to $350,000,000 may be expended pursuant to Public Law 110-385 (47 U.S.C. 1301 note) 
[Broadband Data Improvement Act] and for the purposes of developing and maintaining a broadband inventory map 
pursuant to division B of this Act:  
 

• of the funds provided, amounts deemed necessary and appropriate by the  Secretary of Commerce, in consultation 
with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), may be transferred to the FCC for the purposes of 
developing a national broadband plan or for carrying out any other FCC responsibilities pursuant to division B… 

• not more than 3 percent of funds provided under this heading may be used for administrative costs… 
 
 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
Digital-to-analog converter box program 

For ``Digital-to-Analog Converter Box Program'', for additional coupons and related activities under the program 
implemented under section 3005 of the Digital Television Transition and Public Safety Act of 2005:  

$650,000,000 

 
• of the amounts provided under this heading, $90,000,000 may be for education and outreach, including grants to 

organizations for programs to educate vulnerable populations, including senior citizens, minority communities, 
people with disabilities, low-income individuals, and people living in rural areas, about the transition and to 
provide one-on-one assistance to vulnerable populations, including help with converter box installation 

• the amounts provided in the previous proviso may be transferred to the FCC if deemed necessary and appropriate 
by the Secretary of Commerce in consultation with the FCC… 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
 
Indian Health Service 

For an additional amount for ``Indian Health Services'', for health information technology activities, provided that  
$85,000,000 

 
• such funds may be used for both telehealth services development and related infrastructure requirements that are 

typically funded through the ``Indian Health Facilities'' account: 
• health information technology funds provided within this title shall be allocated at the discretion of the Director of 

the Indian Health Service. 
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Health Resources and Services Administration 
Health resources and services 
$2,500,000,000
 

  for ``Health Resources and Services'', …       

$1,500,000,000 shall be available for grants  
• for construction, renovation and equipment, and for the acquisition of health information technology systems,  
• for health centers including health center controlled networks receiving operating grants under section 330 of the 

PHS Act, notwithstanding the limitation in section 330(e)(3)… 
 

                      
Office of the Secretary 
Office of the national coordinator for health information technology (including transfer of funds) 

for ``Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology'', to carry out title XIII  [SEC. 13001.  
“Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health Act'' or the “`HITECH Act'', excerpted below] to 
remain available until expended, provided that 

$2,000,000,000 

 
• of such amount, the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall transfer $20,000,000 to the Director of the 

NIST for continued work on advancing health care information enterprise integration… 
• $300,000,000 is to support regional or sub-national efforts toward health information exchange  
• 0.25 percent of the funds provided in this paragraph may be used for administration of such funds  
• funds available under this heading shall become available for obligation only upon submission of an annual 

operating plan by the Secretary to the Committees on Appropriations of the House and Senate 
• the fiscal year 2009 operating plan shall be provided not later than 90 days after enactment of this Act and that 

subsequent annual operating plans shall be provided not later than November 1 of each year  
• these operating plans shall describe how expenditures are aligned with the specific objectives, milestones, and 

metrics of the Federal Health Information Technology Strategic Plan, including any subsequent updates to the 
Plan; the allocation of resources within the Department of Health and Human Services and other Federal agencies; 
and the identification of programs and activities that are supported 

• the Secretary shall provide to the Committees on Appropriations of the House and Senate a report on the actual 
obligations, expenditures, and unobligated balances for each major set of activities not later than November 1, 
2009, and every 6 months thereafter as long as funding provided under this heading is available… 

 
 
[TITLE XIII--HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY,  
SEC. 13001. This title (and title IV of division B) may be cited as the ``Health Information Technology for Economic and 
Clinical Health Act'' or the ``HITECH Act''….. 
       
“SEC. 3013. STATE GRANTS TO PROMOTE HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY.The Secretary, acting 
through the National Coordinator, shall establish a program in accordance with this section to facilitate and expand the 
electronic movement and use of health information among organizations according to nationally recognized standards. 
 
Planning Grants 
Implementation Grants 
 
The Secretary may award a grant to a State or qualified State designated entity that submits a plan…and  application… 
 
Amounts received shall be used to conduct activities to facilitate and expand the electronic movement and use of health 
information among organizations… through activities that include-- 

• enhancing broad and varied participation in the authorized and secure nationwide electronic use and exchange of 
health information 

• identifying State or local resources available towards a nationwide effort to promote health information 
technology 
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• complementing other Federal grants, programs, and efforts towards the promotion of health information 
technology 

• providing technical assistance for the development and dissemination of solutions to barriers to the exchange of  
electronic health information 

• promoting effective strategies to adopt and utilize health information technology in medically underserved  
communities 

• assisting patients in utilizing health information technology; 
• encouraging clinicians to work with Health Information Technology Regional Extension Centers as described in 

section 3012, to the extent they are available and valuable 
• supporting public health agencies' authorized use of and access to electronic health information 
• promoting the use of electronic health records for quality improvement including through quality measures 

reporting 
• such other activities as the Secretary may specify. 

  
Qualified State-Designated Entity.--to be a qualified State-designated entity, an entity shall- 

• be designated by the State as eligible to receive awards under this section 
• be a not-for-profit entity with broad stakeholder representation on its governing board 
• demonstrate that one of its principal goals is to use information technology to improve health care quality and 

efficiency through the authorized and secure electronic exchange and use of health information; 
• adopt nondiscrimination and conflict of interest policies that demonstrate a commitment to open, fair, and 

nondiscriminatory participation by stakeholders; and 
• conform to such other requirements as the Secretary may establish. 

 
Required Match.-- 

• For a fiscal year (beginning with fiscal year 2011), the Secretary may not make a grant under this section to a 
State unless the State agrees to make available non-Federal contributions (which may include in-kind 
contributions) toward the costs of a grant awarded under subsection (c) in an amount equal to--(A) for fiscal year 
2011, not less than $1 for each $10 of Federal funds provided under the grant; (B) for fiscal year 2012, not less 
than $1 for each $7 of Federal funds provided under the grant; and (C) for fiscal year 2013 and each subsequent 
fiscal year,  not less than $1 for each $3 of Federal funds provided under the grant. 

• For any fiscal year during the grant program under this section before fiscal year 2011, the Secretary may 
determine the extent to which there shall be required a non-Federal contribution from a State receiving a grant 
under this section.”] 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
 
Employment and Training Administration 
Training and employment services 

 
$750,000,000  

for a program of competitive grants for worker training and placement in high growth and emerging industry sectors: 
Provided that 
 

• $500,000,000 shall be for research, labor exchange and job training projects that prepare workers for careers in 
energy efficiency and renewable energy as described in section 171(e)(1)(B) of the WIA: 

• in awarding grants from those funds not designated in the preceding proviso, the Secretary of Labor shall give 
priority to projects that prepare workers for careers in the health care sector 

• funds made available in this paragraph shall remain available through June 30, 2010 
• a local board may award a contract to an institution of higher education or other eligible training provider if the 

local board determines that it would facilitate the training of multiple individuals in high-demand occupations, if 
such contract does not limit customer choice. 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER APPROPRIATIONS 
Each amount appropriated or made available in this Act is in addition to amounts otherwise appropriated for the fiscal 
year involved. Enactment of this Act shall have no effect on the availability of amounts under the Continuing 
Appropriations Resolution, 2009 (division A of Public Law 110-329). 
 
PREFERENCE FOR QUICK-START ACTIVITIES 
In using funds made available in this Act for infrastructure investment, recipients shall give preference to activities that 
can be started and completed expeditiously, including a goal of using at least 50 percent of the funds for activities that can 
be initiated not later than 120 days after the date of the enactment of this Act. Recipients shall also use grant funds in a 
manner that maximizes job creation and economic benefit. 
 
PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY 
All funds appropriated in this Act shall remain available for obligation until September 30, 2010, unless  expressly 
provided otherwise in this Act. 
 
LIMIT ON FUNDS 
None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available in this Act may be used by any State or local government, or 
any private entity, for any casino or other gambling establishment, aquarium, zoo, golf course, or swimming pool. 
 
BUY AMERICAN 
Use of American Iron, Steel, and Manufactured Goods. 

• (a) None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by this Act may be used for a project for the 
construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of a public building or public work unless all of the iron, steel, and 
manufactured goods used in the project are produced in the United States. 

• (b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any case or category of cases in which the head of the Federal department or 
agency involved finds that--(1) applying subsection (a) would be inconsistent with the public interest; (2) iron, 
steel, and the relevant manufactured goods are not produced in the United States in sufficient and reasonably 
available quantities and of a satisfactory quality; or (3) inclusion of iron, steel, and manufactured goods produced 
in the United States will increase the cost of the overall project by more than 25 percent. 

• (c) If the head of a Federal department or agency determines that it is necessary to waive the application of  
subsection (a) based on a finding under subsection (b), the head of the department or agency shall publish in the 
Federal Register a detailed written justification as to why the provision is being waived. 

• (d) This section shall be applied in a manner consistent with United States obligations under international 
agreements. 

 
WAGE RATE REQUIREMENTS 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law and in a manner consistent with other provisions in this Act, all laborers and 
mechanics employed by contractors and subcontractors on projects funded directly by or assisted in whole or in part by 
and through the Federal Government  pursuant to this Act shall be paid wages at rates not less than those prevailing on 
projects of a character similar in the locality as determined by the Secretary of Labor in accordance with subchapter IV of 
chapter 31 of title 40, United States Code. With respect to the labor standards specified in this section, the Secretary of 
Labor shall have the authority and functions set forth in Reorganization Plan Numbered 14 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1267; 5 
U.S.C. App.) and section 3145 of title 40, United States Code. 
 
ADDITIONAL FUNDING DISTRIBUTION AND ASSURANCE OF APPROPRIATE USE OF FUNDS 

• Certification by Governor.--Not later than 45 days after the date of enactment of this Act, for funds provided to 
any State or agency thereof, the Governor of the State shall certify that: (1) the State will request and use funds 
provided by this Act; and (2) the funds will be used to create jobs and promote economic growth. 

• (b) Acceptance by State Legislature.--If funds provided to any State in any division of this Act are not accepted 
for  use by the Governor, then acceptance by the State legislature, by means of the adoption of a concurrent 
resolution, shall be sufficient to provide funding to such State. 
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• (c) Distribution.--After the adoption of a State legislature's concurrent resolution, funding to the State will be for 
distribution to local governments, councils of government, public entities, and public-private entities within the 
State either by formula or at the State's discretion. 

 
 
DIVISION B--TAX, UNEMPLOYMENT, HEALTH, STATE FISCAL RELIEF, AND OTHER  PROVISIONS 
TITLE I--TAX PROVISIONS 
SEC. 1000.  This title may be cited as the ``American Recovery and Reinvestment Tax Act of 2009'. 
TITLE I--TAX PROVISIONS 
TITLE II--ASSISTANCE FOR UNEMPLOYED WORKERS AND STRUGGLING FAMILIES 
TITLE III--PREMIUM ASSISTANCE FOR COBRA BENEFITS 
TITLE IV--MEDICARE AND MEDICAID HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY;  
              MISCELLANEOUS MEDICARE PROVISIONS 
TITLE V--STATE FISCAL RELIEF 
TITLE VI--BROADBAND TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM  
TITLE VII--LIMITS ON EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION…. 
 


