. - 1 ]

- e
Bricht Lights
. % Stors of ™ . -
Achievement

Governor M. Jodi Rell
Lt. Gov Michael Fedele
Honorary Chairs

EXECUTIVE
ADVISORY BOARD

David G. Carter, PhD
Chancellor
Connecticut State University System

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ed Mambruno
Chairperson

Jack Matthews
Vice-Chairperson

Arlene Lugo
Secretary

Jill Cretella
Kendrick Roundtree
Correspondence Secretaries

Concettina Rafala
Treasurer

DIRECTORS

Heather Bell
Robbin Keating
Eliztaicha Marrero
Barry Rita

Brian Sigman

MISSION STATEMENT:

“To recognize outstanding
accomplishments of Connecticut high
school students with disabilities and to
promote educational opportunities to help
them achieve their career goals”

GCYD is a 501-3c Nonprofit Organization
Registered with the Secretary of State

Governor’s Coalition for Youth with Disabilities

Mission:

The mission of the Governor’s Coalition for Youth with Disabilities is to recognize
outstanding accomplishments of Connecticut high school students with disabilities and
to promote educational opportunities to help them achieve their career goals.

Since 1996 the Governor’s Coalition for Youth with Disabilities (GCYD) has awarded
more than 200 scholarships totaling more than $650,000. Some of our alumni include
graduates of Yale, Harvard, Connecticut State Universities, Connecticut Community
Colleges, private colleges and technical schools. We have found that most
scholarship recipients have chosen to stay and work in Connecticut after receiving
their degree.

Each year the Coalition holds a scholarship awards ceremony at the State Capitol
featuring legislators and prominent members of the private sector, state agencies and
educational institutions including Connecticut universities and private colleges. The
Governor is the Honorary Chair of the Coalition and is invited to attend this annual
event. Governor Rell addressed the 20 GCYD scholarship recipients at the 2010
ceremony held at the State Capitol Building in May during which she offered words of
encouragement and stressed the importance of higher education.

The Coalition is made up entirely of volunteers from the private sector, state agencies,
former recipients, families, and advocates. Over the years GCYD has been able to
increase scholarship awards significantly and they have ranged from $500-$5000.
Our own state university system awards an annual scholarship for up to eight
semesters to eligible students attending a Connecticut State University including
Central Connecticut State University, Southern Connecticut State University, Western
Connecticut State University and Eastern Connecticut State University. In addition,
The Connecticut Community College System awards a full tuition and fees
scholarship for up to three years to eligible candidates.

Our newest partner and first private institution, Goodwin College, has pledged to
award two scholarships to deserving candidates. Our dedicated corporate, education
and government sponsors include CIB/Oak Hill, the Board Of Education Services for
the Blind, the Department of Education, Goodwin College, American School for the
Deaf and the Bureau of Rehabilitation Services. Corporate donors have included The
Hartford, Northeast Utilities, Newman’s Own, Ronald McDonald House charities,
Pfizer, United llluminating and many small businesses.

What does this mean to a scholar? Past GCYD scholarship recipient Kimberly said,
“My scholarship helped me out greatly, it showed that people with disabilities are able
to do what others take for granted and that we are able to make a difference.”
Scholar Corryne said her scholarship “... not only diminished the cost of tuition, but
opened doors too...” The publicity she received upon receiving her award, “...created
new opportunities and friendships.” Corryne said that “this showed others that they,
too, could achieve their career goals.”
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