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Chapter III 
 

Section 4(e) – Rehabilitation Technology   
 
 

 
Guidance 

 
Rehabilitation technology* is a broad term that encompasses the concepts of rehabilitation 
engineering*, assistive technology devices*, and assistive technology services*.  It must be 
expressly considered as a potential service for all applicants and eligible consumers as a 
component of the assessment to determine eligibility and vocational rehabilitation needs, and the 
throughout the Employment Plan.  Rehabilitation technology* is commonly thought of as an 
application to improve physical functions such as mobility, speech, and hearing.  It is important 
that the potential of rehabilitation technology* is also considered for assisting individuals with 
cognitive, emotional, or behavioral disabilities as well (for example, a memory or scheduling 
device to assist an individual with a learning disability with organization and recall).  Because 
technology is constantly evolving, staff need to continually reassess whether rehabilitation 
technology* solutions exist.  Appropriate expertise should be consulted in making assessments 
and determining rehabilitation technology* applications.  Depending on the needs of individual 
consumers, examples of appropriate expertise might be rehabilitation engineers, automotive 
engineers, and architects on contract with the Bureau, or physical therapists, occupational 
therapists or speech/language pathologists available from the medical provider community. 
 

 
 
 

Legal Requirements 
 
A. “Rehabilitation technology” means the systematic application of technologies, engineering  

methodologies, or scientific principles to meet the needs of, and address the barriers 
confronted by, individuals with disabilities in areas that include education, rehabilitation, 
employment, transportation, independent living, and recreation.  

 
B. Rehabilitation technology* services may include one or more of the following: 
 1. rehabilitation engineering services* 
 2. assistive technology services* 

3. assistive technology devices* 
 
C. Rehabilitation technology* services may be provided only when they will benefit the 

consumer in removing, adjusting, or adapting to functional limitations that are barriers to 
required assessments for eligibility or Employment Plan development, or for achieving an 
employment outcome*.  
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D. Functional limitations that are not expected to adversely affect the attainment of the 

vocational objective are not to be addressed through the provision of rehabilitation 
technology* services by BRS. 


