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Parole Board Meeting 

August 13, 2013
Meeting Minutes

Present: Erika Tindill, Chair; David McCluskey, Board Member; Robert Murphy, Board Member; Foye Smith, Board Member; Remi Acosta, Board Member; Pamela Richards, Board Member; David May, Board Member; Jennifer Zaccagnini, Board Member, Dorigene LaRosa, Secretary II.

Absent: Kelly Smayda, Board Member
Chair Tindill called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m.

Chair Tindill made a motion to add an item to the agenda - Discussion of the request by the Office of Victim Advocate regarding the revelation of identities of crimes victims. David McCluskey seconded the motion. Vote: Unanimous.
I. Briefing on Chair’s Meeting with Department of Correction Executive and Programs and Treatment Teams: 
· The August 6, 2013 parole board meeting had to be cancelled due to the Chair and Executive Director’s need to testify at a Freedom of Information Commission (FOIC) hearing.

· DOC Interim Commissioner Dzurenda and Chair Tindill and their executive teams had a series of meetings in June and July with Under Secretary Mike Lawlor regarding the inmate population.

· DOC-PCS claimed that voted-to-parole inmates could not be released because the Board was placing residential inpatient substance abuse stipulations on offenders
· Chair Tindill distributed and explained a revised July 29, 2013 memo (attached) regarding DOC altering or disregarding substance abuse stipulations and residential placements.  A previous memo dated July 24, 2013 only spoke to substance abuse stipulations for 178 identified voted-to-parole inmates.

· On July 26, 2013, Interim Commissioner Dzurenda suggested a July 29th meeting with Chair Tindill, Executive Director DeFeo, Director of the Parole and Community Services Division Joe Haggan, Deputy Director of the Parole and Community Services Division Rebecca Fleming, Director of Programs and Treatment Monica Rinaldi, and Director of Population Management Karl Lewis.  The purpose of the meeting was to bring laptops and go through the CaseNotes database to identify offenders who could be released under some form of community placement.  ED DeFeo suggested that in the meantime, DOC could review Level 1 designated inmates that have been reviewed by wardens for community release.  

· The meeting held on Monday, July 29, 2013 included, in addition to those (7) originally suggested, AAG Steve Strom, Director of OPM CT Statistical Analysis Center (SAC) Ivan Kuzyk, PCS PM Jill Colavolpe, Developer Pradeep Ankaraju, Deputy Commissioner Cheryl Cepelak, CS Gavin Galligan, PCS PM Dennis Linder, CS Margo Testa.  Interim Commissioner stated that 450 inmates needed to be placed in the community to relieve prison overcrowding.  Pradeep had created charts and graphs of 330 parole eligible cases in various stages in the workflow in the cloud that DOC wanted Chair Tindill to agree that could be removed for community placement.  It was not necessary to call this meeting to get Chair Tindill’s agreement as DOC was already removing cases from the cloud.  Certified cases have been removed from BoPP dockets the day before the scheduled parole hearing.  Further, DOC has the statutory authority to do so.  The Commissioner indicated that those 330 would be placed in the community in four days.   (See attachment.)
· The BoPP has closed interest in 2519 cases that are 85% designated and have 6 months or less between 85% and EOS.  DOC can utilize a release mechanism to place those inmates the community.

· Chair Tindill and Interim Commissioner Dzurenda met with Mark Ojakian, Governor Malloy’s Chief of Staff on Tuesday, August 6, 2013 to discuss the new action plan for reducing the prison population. 
· To date, DOC has placed 17 inmates in halfway houses since the July 29th meeting.
· 32 inmates out of the 330 taken by DOC need special parole stipulations set; they will be placed agendas for parole board meetings and on hearing dockets.  

· The Chair advised the Board that the assessment of inmates and review of cases should continue in accordance with statutory mandates.

II. Special Parole Annual Reviews for:

· Rodger McDonald #163172

· Bruce Reynolds #344453

Chair Tindill made a motion to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing confidential information regarding inmate Rodger McDonald, inmate #163172. David May seconded the motion. VOTE: Unanimous.
BACK ON THE RECORD regarding Rodger McDonald inmate # 163172: Chair Tindill made a motion to revoke and reparole for August 29, 2014 with the following conditions: no contact with victims, no alcohol, no contact with co-defendant and EMP. David McCluskey seconded the motion.  VOTE: Unanimous.
Chair Tindill made a motion to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing confidential information regarding inmate Bruce Reynolds, inmate #344453. Pamela Richards seconded the motion. VOTE: Unanimous.

BACK ON THE RECORD regarding Bruce Reynolds, inmate #344453:  Chair Tindill made a motion to revoke and reparole for January 15, 2014 with the following conditions: sex offender evaluation and treatment, supervision by the Special Management Unit of the PCS Division, no alcohol, no contact with victim, no contact with victim’s family, no contact with minors, EMP, and mental health evaluation and treatment deemed necessary.  David McCluskey seconded the motion.  VOTE: Pamela Richards opposed
III. Other Business:  The following Special Parole cases for determination of stipulations:

Name






Inmate # / Location
· Latour, Matthew




383275
Cloud

· Chair Tindill made a motion to set the following special parole conditions:
No alcohol, behavioral management program for domestic violence, no driving without PO permission, mental health evaluation and treatment if deemed necessary, EMP.

· Foye Smith seconded the motion.  VOTE: Unanimous. 

· Hernandes, Cori




233917
Cloud

· Chair Tindill made a motion to set the following special parole conditions:   

No contact with victims, restitution as ordered by the court, EMP, parenting classes.

· Chair Tindill revised her motion to include conditions of no alcohol and anger management.

· Remi Acosta seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Unanimous.

· Powell, Rashane




354582
Active

· Chair Tindill made a motion to set the following special parole stipulations:
No contact with victims, no contact with co-defendants, EMP

· Chair Tindill revised her motion to include conditions of no alcohol and parenting classes

· David McCluskey made a motion to go into executive session, Chair Tindill seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Unanimous.

· BACK ON THE RECORD Chair Tindill renewed her motion to set special parole conditions.

· Jennifer Zaccagnini seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Unanimous.

· Buchanan, Milton




58008

Cloud
· Chair Tindill made a motion to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing confidential information regarding inmate Milton Buchanan #58008, Robert Murphy seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Unanimous.

· BACK ON THE RECORD regarding Milton Buchanan #58008.  Chair Tindill made a motion to set the following special parole stipulations.

· EMP, no contact with victim, no contact with premises (Rite Aide), no alcohol, mental health evaluation and treatment as deemed necessary, and a recommendation by the Board that Mr. Buchanan be supervised by the Mental Health Unit. 

· David May seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Unanimous.

IV. Discussion of the request by the Office of Victim Advocate regarding the revelation of identities of crimes victims
Chair Tindill distributed copies of an OVA press release (attached) discussing a memo issued by her to the OVS Victim Advocates on August 6, 2013.  There was discussion of the continued practice of allowing victims to remain anonymous at a parole release hearing if they so request.

Chair Tindill made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:07 a.m.; Robert Murphy seconded the motion. VOTE: Unanimous.  Meeting adjourned.
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