
Parole Board Meeting

July 1, 2014
Present: Carleton Giles, Chairperson; Richard Sparaco, Executive Director; Kelly Smayda, Board Member; Pamela Richards, Board Member; Jennifer Zaccagnini, Board Member, David May, Board Member; Robert Murphy, Board Member.
	Topic
	Discussion
	Follow-Up

	1. Call to Order


	The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. by Chairperson Giles.
	Noted


	2. Review of Minutes
	No issues.
	Noted.

	3. Revocation and Rescission Hearings
· Regulation and Recommendations by Hearing Examiner
	All officers acting as Hearing Examiners under state regulations that govern this process will, in accordance with Section 54-124a (j)(1)-9(i-k) inclusive, make recommendations regarding an appropriate sanction that will include a period of re-incarceration and/or re-parole.  This recommendation will occur at the conclusion of the fact-finding portion prior to moving over to the panel for re-release consideration.
	Email sent out by Executive Director Sparaco.

	· Expedited Offers
	Will still proceed with the only change being that any case presented as an expedited hearing where the offer is rejected by the panel must be reported back to the Executive Director’s office immediately following the hearing for follow-up with the panel.
	Email sent out by Executive Director Sparaco.

	· CT State Police Records (SPBI)
	Effective immediately:  In addition to CT rap sheets being made available to panel members for docketed discretionary hearings, clerical staff will now ensure that CT rap sheets are also made available for panel members for docketed revocation and rescission hearings.  
	Email sent out by Executive Director Sparaco.

	4.  Sex Offender Programs and Release
     Decisions
	Dr. Rentler, Staff Psychologist was unavailable to attend this meeting.
	Will reschedule this agenda item for the next Board Member Meeting.

	5.  Special Parole Population Discussion
	It was agreed upon by all parties that the SP population needs to go before the Board.
	Additional staff is needed to make this happen.  Chairperson Giles and Executive Director Sparaco have begun researching this process.

	6.  Contingent Stipulations
	Executive Director explained DOC and Parole’s view on this matter.  In some instances offenders are unable to complete the contingent stipulation(s) for various reasons.  Focus is recommended on availability of programs in community.
	Executive Director asked the Board Members to be aware of the factors which may make completing the contingent stipulation(s) impossible or difficult and to set the stipulations accordingly.

	7.  Early Parole Discharge Case Review
· Michael McLaughlin inmate #64133
	Chairperson Giles made a motion to go into executive session for the purpose of discussing confidential information regarding inmate Michael McLaughlin inmate #64133.  Board member Jennifer Zaccagnini seconded the motion. 

VOTE: Unanimous.

BACK ON THE RECORD regarding Michael McLaughlin inmate #64133:  Motion to continue this review to the next Board Member Meeting.  Board Member David May seconded the motion. 

VOTE: Unanimous.
	The file will be made available for review in the Chairperson’s Conference Room one week prior to meeting.

	8.  Other Business
	Board Member Robert Murphy suggested that the Cheshire hearings be made live due to continuous video issues.
Revocation Hearings – offenders not receiving package before hearings and some don’t speak English well enough to completely understand.
Board Member Jennifer Zaccagnini made a request to have the revocation script available in Spanish.
Transfer Parole


	Executive Director Sparaco will check with DOC staff into technical issues.  Live hearings will also be explored with the facility.
Chairperson Giles and Executive Director will address with staff on improving the mechanism to ensure offender receives package and, if needed, an interpreter prior to the actual hearing.
Executive Director Sparaco will check and follow up.

Chairperson Giles and Executive Director are looking into possibly bringing back reviews with the addition of staff.

	
	Meeting adjourned 10:09 a.m.  Board Member David May seconded.

VOTE: Unanimous.
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