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BOARD OF PARDONS AND PAROLES

55 West Main Street - Waterbury, CT  06702

Minutes –Board Member Meeting

April 16, 2013

Start time 8:30 a.m. 

Present:  Erika Tindill, Chair; John DeFeo, Executive Director; Richard Sparaco, Acting Director, PRD; John O’Connor, Board Member; David McCluskey, Board Member; Robert Murphy, Board Member; Kelly Smayda, Board Member; Remi Acosta, Board Member; Pamela Richards, Board Member; David May, Board Member; Jennifer Zaccagnini, Board Member, Dorigene LaRosa, Secretary II.
Absent:  Foye Smith, Board Member 
Chair Tindill made a motion to open the meeting of the Board at 8:33 a.m.; David May seconded the motion.
Bill 1160 - An Act Concerning Gun Violence Prevention and Children’s Safety/Impact on BOPP Operations– Erika Tindill, Chair, John DeFeo, Executive Director, Richard Sparaco, Acting Director PRD.
Chair Tindill called this meeting to discuss the impact of Bill 1160, now Public Act 13-3, on the Board of Pardons and Paroles moving forward.  

DISCUSSION: Section 59 of the new law, which goes into effect on July 1, 2013, directly impacts the parole-eligible population that is designated to serve 85% of their prison sentence.  Such offenders would have to have been sentenced to 50 years or more in order to have a minimum of six months of time left to be supervised in the community.  Offenders with Special Parole to follow a prison term will still have to have conditions set by the board.  BoPP administration (Chair Tindll, Executive Director John DeFeo, and Acting PRD Unit Director Rich Sparaco) are in ongoing meetings with the DOC executive team and Director Rinaldi’s staff to negotiate the processing of 85%-designated inmates.  Several options have been discussed; no definitive decision has been made.  The parole board and BoPP staff will be informed of the final decision.  
Chair Tindill has decided that those inmates already heard by the parole board will not be revisited as they were processed prior to the passage and effective date of the new law.
Executive Director DeFeo explained that after July 1, 2013, those offenders who are designated 85% will only have the period between 85% of their sentence and 86.1% of their sentence to be on parole if granted parole and given all RREC.

Acting Director Sparaco explained to board members that the most efficient method of reviewing 85% cases moving forward is to consider the flat parole eligibility date in the new CaseNotes system.  
Chair Tindill made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55a.m.; John O’Connor seconded the motion.
