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Welcome to our new family newsletter!  Children’s Services has been offering parent education programs twice a year for some time now.  Many of you have taken advantage of these programs, but we realize that work and family obligations may keep some of you from attending these events.  The newsletter is our way of reaching out to all of you.  We look forward to sharing information about our services and introducing you to our staff.  Our goal is to produce the newsletter twice a year, so we want your feedback.  Let us know what you would like to see included in future editions or if you need this newsletter in an alternative format.  If I can be of assistance to any of you, please feel free to call my direct line.

Jeanette Haines, Education Supervisor,

(860) 602-4171 or (800) 842-4510 x4171

The Preschool Unit

The Preschool Unit is comprised of eight certified Teachers of Students with Visual Impairments (TVIs) who work with infants and children (up to age five) in their home, in school based special needs programs, at nursery and childcare settings, and at other community settings.  The children we work with can be legally blind or visually impaired and may have other disabilities that affect their learning.

The Education Consultants in the Preschool Unit provide the following specialized services:

· Conduct a functional vision assessment and help parents understand their child’s vision.

· Evaluate a child’s progress and development in all developmental domains.

· Develop and implement a child’s Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) or Individual Education Plan (IEP).

· Guide parents and care givers on ways to play with their children to help them to develop.

· Provide support to parents during the crucial early years.

· Collaborate with the service providers from the CT Birth to Three system as well as teachers and other educational support personnel from the local school systems.

· Provide specialized play materials, adapted toys, pre-braille and beginning braille materials and other adapted equipment to compensate for vision losses.

Through this early support, we hope to begin the road to independence one step, one roll on the floor, or one wheelchair length at a time.  If you have any questions about preschool services, contact John Reilly, Preschool Unit Coordinator, at (860) 602-4203 or (800) 842-4510 x4203.

       The School Age Unit

The School Age Unit currently has 17 Education Consultants and 2 Unit Coordinators.  Together these TVIs serve over 690 students.  Our teachers work with students from kindergarten through graduation.  Services may be provided in the home, school or community.  The teachers’ primary role is to ensure that students receive all of the visual accommodations needed to participate fully in their learning environment.  Consultation with all team members helps to ensure that this occurs.

In addition, consultants look at how their students are progressing in the areas of the Expanded Core Curriculum.  Together with the Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialists (COMS), the Vision Rehabilitation Therapist (VRT) and the Rehabilitation Technologist, our consultants work with families, teachers and students to promote as much independence as possible in all areas.  

The areas of the Expanded Core Curriculum include:  

· Compensatory Skills

· Orientation and Mobility

· Social Interaction Skills

· Independent Living Skills

· Recreation and Leisure Skills

· Career Education

· Assistive Technology

· Sensory Efficiency

· Self-Determination

Cheryl Brown, (860) 602-4197 or (800) 842-4510 x4197

Catherine Summ, (860) 602-4233 or (800) 842-4510 x4233

School Age Unit Coordinators

The Special Services Unit: Who We Are, What We Do

The Special Services Unit of the Children’s Services Division is comprised of five TVIs who serve students who are visually impaired with additional disabilities, including deafblindness. The Special Services consultants collaborate with families and school teams to share strategies to optimize the child’s vision, support communication and literacy, encourage independence, and develop meaningful educational programs.  

This team of consultants also works in close coordination with the Connecticut Deafblind Project, a new five-year federally funded grant that is part of the New England Consortium of Deafblind Projects (NEC). The goal of these projects is to support the unique needs of children who are deafblind through child-specific consultations, family learning opportunities, and personnel trainings.

Each year in coordination with NEC, the Special Services Unit offers numerous trainings for school personnel who work with children who are deafblind or have multiple disabilities.  Topics have included Cortical Visual Impairment (CVI), communication and teaching strategies, alternate assessments and IEP development, and this year, literacy.  We hope to provide a Parent Education event in the spring on CVI. 

Families who have children with visual and hearing impairments may contact Karen Olson at (860) 602-4191 or (800) 842-4510 x 4191 to determine if their child is eligible to be registered with the NEC Deafblind Project.

Our unit is small in number, but creative in mind, focusing on the unique needs of this population of multiple disabilities.

Kathy Morgan, Special Services Unit Coordinator

(860) 602-4185 or (800) 842-4510 x 4185

“Creating Readers” Field Trips

BESB is pleased to announce the 2008-2009 “Creating Readers” field trips for young children.  This year we have “story trips” scheduled for sites in New Haven, Stamford, and Bristol, with additional trips tentatively planned for East Lyme, Manchester and Middletown.  Each trip will feature a children’s story time and will include a book/storykit to take home (both print and braille are available).  A parent is required to attend; siblings are welcome.  Admission is free.


To join us on any or all of the following dates, please call the designated teacher and leave a message with your name and phone number, your child’s name, the date(s) you plan to join us, the number of children and adults who will be attending, and whether you prefer a print or braille book.  Space is limited.

Connecticut Children’s Museum (New Haven) 

Contact Cindy-Reed-Brown  (800) 842-4510 x4052

January 24, 2009  11:00am
Max Found Two Sticks
March 21, 2009     11:00am
The Carrot Seed
April 18, 2009
      11:00am
Building a House
May 30, 2009
      11:00am
The Little Engine that Could

The Ferguson Library (Stamford)

Contact Lisa Pruner  (800) 842-4510 x4015

March 7, 2009
      11:00am    If you Give a Mouse a Cookie

Imagine Nation Museum  (Bristol)

Contact Martha Delaney (800) 842-4510 x4230

February 7, 2009  10:00am   Five Little Ladybugs

April 25, 2009
      10:00am   Sea, Sand, Me!

Parents and Students Spend a Day with Mike May

On November 8th, BESB sponsored a special parent education event, A Day with Mike May. Middle and high school students accompanied their parents to hear Mike speak.  Mike May is an American business executive and sports enthusiast who was blinded by a chemical explosion at the age of three, and regained partial vision at the age of 46, after a pioneering corneal stem cell procedure. Mike’s many accomplishments include breaking world records in downhill speed skiing, working for the CIA, and becoming a leader in developing accessible GPS devices for the blind. 

 Mike shared his personal life experiences and his lifetime belief that “there is always a way.”  In breakout sessions, Mike met with students to discuss the topic “Vision Does Not Determine Who We Are” and with parents on “Overcoming the Fear Factor.”  Parents and students also had an opportunity to network and discuss issues related to socialization, recreation, and self-advocacy with a team panel comprised of Allan Golabek, Robbin Martin, Dennis Gallant, Louise Nelson, and Kathy Doherty (parent).  To learn more about Mike May’s amazing life story and his beliefs about vision and blindness, read Crashing Through by Robert Kurson, Random House. 

We try to address a variety of topics in our parent education events.  If you have any ideas about future topics that would help your family, please let us know as we are currently planning a spring parent education event.
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planning a spring parent education event.

planning a spring parent education event.  

OUR SPRING NEWSLETTER WILL FEATURE ARTICLES FROM THE BESB:

· Orientation and Mobility Team

· Vision Rehab Therapist

· Rehab Technologist

        THE BESB BUZZ….  �
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Family Resources Online


www.spedex.com/napvi


Website for National Association for Parents of Children with Visual Impairments (NAPVI).


� HYPERLINK "http://www.familyconnect.org" ��www.familyconnect.org�  (NAPVI/AFB collaboration)


Resources, message boards, parenting articles, & videos.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afb.org/DOTS" ��www.afb.org/DOTS�


Free online newsletter published 3x/year with information on new Braille products, teaching strategies, and resources for teachers, parents, & family members.








To submit your comments and ideas for future newsletter topics, please contact:





Pam Perlman, Newsletter Editor


Board of Education & 


Services for the Blind


184 Windsor Ave.


Windsor, CT 06095


Phone: (800) 842-4510 x4055


Fax: (860) 602-4030


E-mail: Pam.Perlman@ct.gov





*For more information about BESB programs and services, check out our website at www.ct.gov/besb
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