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In an effort to provide you with faster delivery of our newsletter and program flyers, save paper, and contain printing costs, we are now posting an expanded electronic version of this newsletter on our website: www.ct.gov/besb.
If you provide us with your e-mail address, we will send a copy of the newsletter directly to you by e-mail, rather than mailing you a print copy. Please give your preferred e-mail address to your child’s TVI or contact the newsletter’s co-editors, nieves.sauerbrunn@ct.gov or jan.erikson@ct.gov.
We welcome your comments and ideas for future newsletter topics. 
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Accessible Astronomy Workshops Offered
For Students who are Blind or Visually Impaired

Two tactile astronomy workshops will be offered on Saturday, May 21, 2016, at the McCarthy Observatory in New Milford, Connecticut.
Noreen Grice, an accessible astronomy educator, author, and founder of You Can Do Astronomy LLC, will present both workshops.

The Constellation Workshop takes place from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and includes activities on how to identify star patterns by touch using a tactile star chart. In the Moon Workshop, offered from 1:00p.m. to 2:30 p.m., students will learn to identify the moon’s phases and explore the lunar surface. Both workshops include hands-on activities and materials to take home.

These workshops are presented at no charge and are designed for blind or visually impaired students in grades 7 – 12. Students can sign up for one or both workshops.  Participation is
  limited to 16 students per workshop; pre-registration is required.

Please contact Elaine Green (ebgreen2fly@aol.com) to register for one or both workshops, or call 203-526-7071 with any questions. When registering, please state whether the participating student reads Braille or large print, and provide a contact email for the student.

The McCarthy Observatory is located on the campus of New Milford High School, Route 7, New Milford, Connecticut.  



SAVE THE DATE

BELL Academy
Braille Enrichment for Literacy & Learning

The National Federation of the Blind of CT
Is Ringing the BELL Again This Year!
August 8 – 12, 2016

Beth Rival, State Coordinator
Location:
First Church of Christ 
250 Main Street, Wethersfield, Connecticut


The National Federation of the Blind of CT will once again host a week-long Braille Enrichment for Literacy and Learning (BELL) Program in 2016! The BELL Program will be held in the central Connecticut area from August 8th through the 12th for children ages 5 to 12 years old. In addition to Braille crafts and other fun hands-on projects, games and a field trip to the Dinosaur State Park, children will learn vital independent living skills. The BELL Program helps build self-confidence and positive attitudes because successful, blind people will facilitate the majority of the lessons.
 
Please help spread the word about the BELL Program this summer! We need to raise awareness about Braille! We need to bring blind children together for a fun week! For more information, any questions, or to help with the 2016 BELL Program, please contact Beth Rival, coordinator, or Ellen Schumann, teacher, through our Community Outreach Office at 860-289-1971 or info@nfbct.org.   


Update from the BESB Vocational Rehabilitation Program
Jeannette Rodriguez-Perez & Erik Jones, VR Counselors

     We would like to introduce two of the BESB Vocational Counselors who will be working with our high school students as they transition to life after high school.  Erik Jones has been with BESB as a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor for 12 years, working with youth and adults with multiple disabilities. Jeannette Rodriguez-Perez has been a counselor at BESB for over 10 years. She states that she is passionate about educating our students, who will become the future generation’s leaders.

     Erik and Jeannette are now working with students from the age of 14 until the time of their high school graduation. During this period, students are assessed and provided with individualized transition services, including:

•	Career Exploration
•	Work-based Learning Experiences 
•	Workplace readiness training 
•	Instruction in Self-Advocacy
•	Counseling on opportunities for enrollment in Post-Secondary education and Vocational Training

      This is an exciting time for BESB students! Depending on their identified needs, students are attending out of state Vocational Programs at the Carroll Center, Perkins School for the Blind, and various National Federation for the Blind programs. Additionally, we are referring students to in-state BESB Summer Programs. Many opportunities will be developed to ensure our students have the chance to participate in events, training programs and work internships. The ultimate goal is to prepare each and every student for life after graduation with a Vocational Plan consistent with their potential, needs, and right of self-determination. 

Welcome UEB!
The Unified English Braille Code
Mike Pompano, TVI

     The transition from the English Braille American Edition Code (EBAE) to the Unified English Braille Code (UEB) officially happened on January 4, 2016. The UEB is a standardized Braille Code intended to make one set of universal rules for all English speaking countries. The UEB is similar to the current code, but some braille contractions and symbols are omitted and there are some rule changes. It is designed to be easily understood by readers who are proficient in the current code but instruction about the new rules is required.  Producers of Braille materials, such as The American Printing House for the Blind have begun producing Braille in UEB, though EBAE materials will still be available. BESB has developed a transition plan to provide guidance and support to TVI’s, school districts, students, and their families throughout the multi-year transition process. 
For more information, please refer to the BANA website www.brailleauthority.org 


***********************************************************

In Addition …
Catherine Summ & Suzanne Cappiello, TVI’s

     In light of the adoption of UEB, we created these lesson plans to provide a curriculum for students and professionals already proficient in the English Braille American Edition (EBAE) code. Since this change will impact classroom curricula, leisure reading, textbooks, standardized tests, and other forms of literature nationwide, our goal was to create lessons that focused on the UEB but included exercises related to literacy and areas of the expanded core curriculum. 
     Please refer to the following link to access this information:
  http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/blog/ueb-curriculum-braille-students
        
Exploring a National Park through Sound

Dennis Gallant, TVI
                  

     As I came upon a curve on a back country trail, I heard what I suspected was a large animal moving through underbrush a short distance ahead. I slowed my pace, and as I came around the bend and passed a thickly wooded section to my right, I heard the distinctive “jaw-popping” sound of an agitated black bear about 10 feet off the trail moving through the underbrush. At that point, I had two thoughts: should I open my backpack and get out one of the two digital recorders I was carrying to capture the sound, or keep walking? I kept walking. It was August, and I was hiking alone on a trail in the high country in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. It was the time of year when many of the approximately 1,500 black bears living in the park move to higher elevations, following their main food supply of wild berries as they ripen later in the summer at higher altitudes. The two recorders I was carrying were both on loan from the National Park Service as part of a collaborative project I was working on with the Natural Sounds and Night Skies, and the Teacher Ranger-Teacher Program divisions of the National Park Service.  


     In the summer of 2015, I had the opportunity to spend several weeks living and working in one of America’s national parks developing a pilot program to help visitors, with or without vision loss, explore a National Park through sound. The park was The Great Smoky Mountains National Park, the most visited park in the United States. It straddles the states of Tennessee and North Carolina and is home to the highest point on the Appalachian Trail. 





     During July and August, Scott McFarland, a park biologist, and I used specialized sound monitoring equipment to make field recordings of different types of natural sounds in the park. These included animal sounds, environmental sounds such as waterfalls and thunderstorms, and sounds related to the human culture of the park. We collected and edited a select group of sounds to create an interactive sound map of the park.  

     The map displays a detailed image of the park with interactive icons overlaid on the map showing small photographs indicating the subject associated with that icon, which a user can click to receive more information. The placement of each icon on the map corresponds to its associated location in the park. If a user clicks on an icon presented on the map, he or she will be able to read a small section of explanatory text about the sound, see an image related to the sound, and be able to listen to the sound recorded in that area of the park. Available icons allow users to listen to animals, activities such as a blacksmith working in his shop, interpretive ranger interviews, and cultural events. 
     Although the emphasis of each interactive icon on the map is sampling various sounds throughout the park, text and images are included to help users engage with the material and have a context for understanding the sound recording provided. Because the map can be easily updated, sounds can be changed according to the season or as new sound recordings become available. 
     By providing an easy-to-use interactive soundscape map of the park, users can become familiar with the value of listening to natural sounds as part of their park experience and understand how valuable such a resource is to all the National Parks.
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What Do You See?
Assessing Picture Identification in Children with CVI
Matt Tietjen, TVI

    Let us begin with a quick warm-up exercise:  What is this?  
 
                                                  [image: ]
 
If you said, “scissors,” you are incorrect. It is actually a two-dimensional representation of a pair of scissors. Okay, so it was a trick question, but the answer is important. 
     A real pair of scissors has color, an expected size, and a common orientation (e.g. lying flat on a surface). These are some of the basic cues that help our visual brain identify a pair of scissors in the real world. All three of these cues are missing from the image above.  So why is it still so effortless for most of us to look at this collection of black lines and see a pair of scissors?
     The answer lies in our ventral stream, the area of our brain most involved in identifying what we are looking at. It does this by selecting the defining, or salient, features of the thing we are viewing, (in the case of scissors, a long thin blade and two round handles), and then searching its archives of visual memory until the right match is found. Our ventral stream stores a generalized concept of “scissorness” that can be applied to all variations of scissors we may encounter (e.g. different sizes, colors, 3-D or 2-D, etc.).  
         This ventral stream ability to identify a thing based on its salient features is often impaired or fragile in our students with Cortical Vision Impairment (CVI).  Real objects can be a challenge for many of our students with CVI, and images are even more difficult. 
     Before proceeding with a program based on images, we must do our best to assess a student’s current ability to interpret them. 
      

     
     For students who can give a verbal response, we can start by showing them a picture and simply asking, “What do you see?” Often, our student’s approximations can be just as valuable as a correct answer. For example, one student recently looked directly at this black and white image of scissors and said, “It’s a bicycle.” While incorrect, his answer indicates what he is seeing. In this case he may be seeing one salient feature of the image, (two round handles), but is unable to integrate them with the blades to form a coherent whole. As a result, he interprets the handles as something else he has experience with-- bicycle wheels. This information is valuable because it shows that he is in the ballpark but may benefit from some further instruction in identifying the salient features of an image.  
      For students who can respond with using pointing or eye gaze, we can present two pictures and say, “find scissors.” We can start with two very dissimilar images, (such as scissors and a ball), and then work our way toward more similar images, (such as scissors and a set of keys).  
      Not all students are ready to begin learning 2D images.  Consultation with your student’s TVI is recommended before beginning such an assessment. The student’s phase on the CVI Range Assessment, (which can be administered by a TVI), gives very helpful information on whether the student may be ready to begin learning 2D images. 
       In conclusion, there are a few general rules of thumb to be used when assessing 2D image recognition in students with CVI. Real, colored photographs of single, familiar objects against plain backgrounds are usually the best place to start. It can also be helpful to introduce more abstract images such as cartoon drawings, black and white line drawings, or symbols, and compare them to the student’s performance with real photographs.



A Peek at the DORS-BESB Website

Have you checked out the BESB section of the DORS website recently? It’s a great resource for information. Here is a sampling of the topics that might be of interest to you!

Transportation Resources compiled by Matt Cornelius
· The transportation agencies listed provide a variety of services to individuals with disabilities seeking reliable transportation. This document is not a list of schedules or routes but a comprehensive compilation of contact information to transportation agencies within the state. This list may not be all-inclusive. These services include reduced fares on commuter and local bus routes, as well as curb-to-curb and door-to-door transportation through Dial-A-Ride and ADA Paratransit services. The services have different names depending on the location.

Accessible Apps for Smart Phones compiled by Jolene Nemeth
· There are thousands of apps available for Smart Phone and tablet devices that can be found by searching the app store on your particular device. There may be different versions of an app for a tablet versus a Smart Phone, so there may be some slight differences in how the app functions on each device. The apps compiled for this list would be helpful and useful to clients of BESB. 
How to access: http://www.ct.gov/besb/ > BESB General Information and Services > Transportation Resources in Connecticut or Adaptive Technology > Accessible Apps for Smart Phones


Mark Your Calendars for the Summer & Fall!


Adapted Water Skiing 
Ages 6-13 
Location:  Leaps of Faith Adaptive Skiers, 90 Housatonic Dr. Sandy Hook, CT. 06482
Date: Wednesday, June 29, 2016
Time: 8:30-2:00PM
Up to 10 students
 
Day Camp
Ages: 8-13
Location: Camp Cedar Crest Orange, CT. 06477
Date: August, 26-28
 
Family Day at the Pumpkin Patch
Age: Up to age 8
Location: Brown’s Harvest- 1911 Poquonock Ave. Windsor, CT. 06095
Date & Time:  October   - more details will follow
 
Boys and Girls Camp
Age: 8-13
Location: Channel 3 Kids Camp, 73 Times Farm Rd., Andover, CT. 06232
Date & Time: Saturday & Sunday, October 22-23, 2016
 
VOICE Camp (Transition Program)
Age: 14&up
Location: Hemlocks Camp, 85 Jones St, Hebron, CT 06248
Date: December 2-4, 2016 (tentatively)
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McCarthy Observatory
New Milford, CT




image4.jpeg




image5.png




image6.png




image1.wmf
 


