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In an effort to provide you with faster delivery of our newsletter and program flyers, save paper, and contain printing costs, we are now posting an expanded electronic version of this newsletter on our website: www.ct.gov/besb
If you provide us with your e-mail address, we will send a copy of the newsletter directly to you by e-mail, rather than mailing you a print copy. Please give your preferred e-mail address to your child’s TVI or contact the newsletter’s co-editors, nieves.sauerbrunn@ct.gov or jan.erikson@ct.gov.
We welcome your comments and ideas for future newsletters topics. 

                        ****  Save the Date  ****
 (
Planning for the Future: Setting up Lifelong Supports for your Child
BESB’s
 Parent Education Program will be holding a program: 
Date: April 5, 2014
Place: BESB 
184 Windsor Avenue
, 
Windsor
, 
CT
  
Time: 10
:00
-3:00
Speakers:  We will have lawyers and financial advisors to discuss issues of guardianship, special needs trusts, wills, and the probate process
.  H
ousing and family planning
,
 social security, 
and sibling issues
 
will also be discussed in order to assist
 
you 
in your long term planning for your child with special needs.  
)



The Connecticut Family Support Network

The Connecticut Family Support Network is a statewide network of families who have children with disabilities and special healthcare needs.  They are parents interested in helping other parents to find supports they need to become their child’s best advocate.  They assist parents directly, connect parents to each other for parent-to-parent support, offer help with navigating CT’s state services, provide training and offer information through regular e-mails.
For more information, contact CTFSN 
www.ctfsn.org
Tel: 1-877-FSN-2DAY (1-877-376-2329)

                                   

                                       Busy Fall           
        
     This fall, Children’s Services had a number of teachers who presented at regional and national conferences.

At the November annual Northeast Chapter of the Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired Conference (NE/AER) was:

· Robbin Keating-Clark on “How To Think Outside The Physical Education Box and Outdoor Education.”


At the December Getting In Touch With Literacy Conference (GITWL), a national conference focusing on the literacy needs of individuals with visual impairments were: 

· Cheryl Brown on “Tips and Tools for Teaching Beginning Braille Reading Skills”
· Catherine Summ and Lisa Pruner on “Facilitating Parent Involvement in Early Literacy with ECC Skills Kits”
· Cindy Reed-Brown on “The Mystic Seaport Storybag Project: Emergent and Functional Literacy To Get Excited About”
· Yvonne Locke and Dennis Gallant presented on
      “Switch Literacy: Helping Children with Multiple Impairments to be More Independent Readers Using iOS Devices and PC based Computers”
· Lori Cornelius on “Braille Training Classes for Paraprofessionals”
· Kathy Harsany presented on “Digital Literacy: What It Is And How It Can Be Achieved By Those With Visual Impairments”                                                                     
                                    CVI Boot Camp

     This past June two BESB consultants, Yvonne Locke and Matt Tietjen, attended “Phase III Cortical Visual Impairment (CVI): Special Emphasis on Advanced Assessment and Intervention.”  The workshop provided a week long training in Maryland with Dr. Christine Roman-Lantzy, funded by the New England Consortium of Deafblind Projects.  The training built on the evaluation process of Phase III CVI children, and interventions for these students. In addition, recent research, interaction with families and applied strategies were made available during the week. The consultants gained new knowledge on how to best assess students with CVI and enhance their educational programs. This information will be shared with BESB teachers in Connecticut during future training sessions.

***********************
New Kid On The Block

     Children’s Services is pleased to announce an addition to our school-aged staff.  Beth Borysewicz joined us this Fall and is serving our students in the southeast portion of the state. She is very excited and happy to be a part of the BESB team. Beth was born and raised in Groton, where she still lives with her husband and her four year old son.  Prior to her arrival at BESB, Beth was a preschool teacher at a private school. She had no idea that having a student who was visually impaired in her class would lead her to where she is today.  Beth left her position at the preschool to become a Braille transcriptionist for the same student, and worked with her for 5 years.  After completing the UMass Boston TVI program, Beth worked for the city of Bridgeport as a TVI before being hired by BESB. She is happy to be a part of such a welcoming and supportive agency, and looks forward to providing service to students in the wonderful state of Connecticut!
                                O&M is Awesome!

Good orientation and mobility skills are vital to a full and successful life for people with visual impairments. O&M is intertwined with all aspects of life, from the mundane to the spectacular.  Here are some Orientation and Mobility highlights from our 2013 Summer Programs:

· BESB students driving Duck Boats on the Charles (you should have seen the faces of the other passengers).

· Taking the city bus to the beach in West Haven.

· Riding the subway from Boston University to Faneuil Hall.

· Traveling independently around the University of St. Joseph campus.

· Asking directions to the post office and city hall.

· Crossing the street to Zapardi’s Pizza.

· Riding with the conductor on the Green Line Trolley.

· Walking in the woods with friends at Channel 3 Kids Camp.
· Learning to identify and be safe around hybrid cars.

· Exploring and eating at Quincy Market in Boston.

· Having an incredible and meaningful time at BESB summer programs.  

More to come in Summer 2014!


                           

White Cane Day
Robbin Keating-Clark



     White Cane Day 2013 was held at Old Navy in West Hartford from 4:30-7pm on Tuesday, October 15th. It was declared a huge success! Many BESB participants joined in on the fun, including staff and students. Several community outreach activities were presented, among them, learning how to write on a braillewriter, using handheld magnifiers, white cane instruction, and demonstrating current technology.
     The students from BESB, representing grades 3 through 12, were available to speak to the members of the community.  Staff from Fidelco Guide Dog Foundation also attended the event, inviting several dogs in training as well as families that are raising puppies. The first annual White Cane Day Art Contest was also held, and the winner, Frank Rosetta, displayed his submission for the community to admire.
     Adult Services and Vocational Rehabilitation representatives from BESB were also on hand, presenting information about their divisions. Several students also took to the fashion catwalk and modeled clothes for shoppers.
     White Cane Day was a fun family event that allowed the public a glimpse into our blind community. New friends and contacts were made for future programs and BESB students were able to shine!  We look forward to celebrating White Cane Day again next year.
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                                Students On The Job

     This summer, the Braille Unit, in collaboration with BESB’s Vocational Rehabilitation Division and Goodwill, was pleased to hire two student interns. 
     John is presently a senior in high school, with plans to attend college next fall. This was his second summer being employed by BESB as an intern. John’s job responsibilities included scanning print documents into files for transcription.  These files could then be converted into a Braille format, creating materials that would be accessible to our Braille reading students throughout the state. John also read Braille materials and typed them into Word documents in order to complete books with missing volumes. His enthusiasm, interest and skills with any form of technology and electronic equipment made him a good match for this position. 
     Lauren, our second intern, is a college senior, who accesses materials in large print. Her responsibilities in the Braille Unit focused on filing, data entry, making phone calls, and organizing materials. She also assisted other employees throughout the agency in any capacity that was needed. In addition, her efficiency and willingness to work at any task was a huge asset to those in the Braille Unit, whose priority was getting student materials prepared for the upcoming school year.
     These internships provided our students with an opportunity to be in an office environment while gaining work experience.  They were also able to see firsthand the procedures necessary for the BESB Braille Unit to provide alternative formats for our students.  They both commented on how good it felt to be able to do something for other kids like themselves!  

Nancy Mothersele
Braille Coordinator
DORS/BESB

                             Preschool Out And About

The Preschool Unit has planned several field trips for young students (birth to age 5) and their families. This year, we have a transportation theme.  
Space is limited for most trips, so please call the contact person listed to reserve your spot! 

2/1/14      Construction Vehicles 
Connecticut Children’s Museum, New Haven
Contact Cynthia.Reed-Brown@ct.gov  or call
Cindy at 860 602-4052

4/28/14    Trains
                Danbury Railway Museum, Danbury
                Contact Yvonne.Locke@ct.gov or call
                Yvonne at 860 602-4130

5/3/14      Boats
                Mystic Seaport, Mystic
                Contact Cynthia.Reed-Brown@ct.gov or call
                Cindy at 860 602-4052

6/20/14    Boats
                Island Beach Ferry, Greenwich
                Contact Lisa.Pruner@ct.gov or call
                Lisa at 860 602-4015

Additional trips are pending for January (Dog Sleds), February (Construction Vehicles in Bristol), and March (Airplanes) so keep an eye out for info from your TVI and on www.FamilyConnect.org. 


  
 BESB FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN!
Are you planning a trip to the Mystic area?

Visit “Mystic Seaport: Museum of America and the Sea” (with your preschool or early elementary age child) with your BESB program voucher and see what’s in store for you…..

· A specialized storybag containing a variety of tactual and auditory objects chosen especially for their relevance to the exhibits at the Seaport.  Many of them are from the Seaport itself, including an iron jib hank actually made right in the Shipsmith Shop!  Using the storybag as part of your visit will make this beautiful and fascinating place come alive for your child!
· Reduced admission prices: adults $12, children ages 6-17 $7.50, children under 5 free.  This is half price! 
· Four tickets for the Horse and Carriage Ride!
We’ve highlighted a few exhibits that will appeal particularly to young children. You can visit just the exhibits which are featured in this program, or see the whole Seaport, using your storybag as a guide!  Each exhibit includes information that you can share with your child, but your child will have his or her own object from that exhibit to hold and explore while learning about a fascinating time in history, on their own level!!

When you’re ready to go home, you can take the storybag with you so you can continue to explore the objects in the bag… remembering and re-creating your family trip to Mystic Seaport!
Sound like fun?? Contact Cindy at BESB (860) 602-4052 or (860) 573-2134 or Cynthia.Reed-Brown@ct.gov to obtain your family voucher for this amazing program!!   YOU MUST PRESENT A VOUCHER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM; VOUCHERS ARE LIMITED. 
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Braille Challenge Finalist
     Last spring, several BESB students traveled to the Carroll Center in Newton, MA to participate in the 13
th
 annual 
New England Regional Braille Challenge
     According to The Hartford Courant (6/20/13) nearly 1,100 students nationwide tried out, and 60 finalists, four from New England, went to compete in Los Angeles last June. Among these students was Paige Drury, who attends Hebron Avenue Elementary School in Glastonbury, CT. Paige was one of 12 participants in the third and fourth grade age group. She competed in the categories of proofreading, spelling and reading comprehension. Paige not only is an avid Braille reader, but loves it, and has always been excited about using Braille, ever since kindergarten.
     We all wish to congratulate Paige, and thank her for representing Connecticut! We hope more students who read Braille will sign up for the 14
th
 annual Braille Challenge coming up this spring. Please contact your TVI for more information!
)

                        CONGRATULATIONS!!



                                What’s Up In Apps!
     Here are a few accessible apps that our teachers and students have found helpful and easy to use.

BARD Mobile                                                           Free     
A service of the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), Library of Congress The BARD Mobile app provides access to Braille and audio books directly from the NLS Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD).  BARD has nearly 50,000 titles in audio and Braille formats.  You can play audio materials on your iPhone, iPad, or iPod Touch and access refreshable Braille through  Bluetooth.  You must be registered with an NLS library. 

ImageToText                                                            Free       
Simply take a picture of a document that you would like to extract text from, and e-mail the image to yourself. You will receive not only the image but a text file that contains the editable text that is extracted from the image.

TapTapSee                                                               Free         
TapTapSee is designed to help people who are blind and visually impaired identify objects they encounter in their daily lives.  Simply double tap the screen to take a photo of anything and hear the app speak the identification back to you. (Note: Requires VoiceOver to be turned on)

Voice Dream Reader                                              $9.99 
Listen to PDF and Word documents, eBooks, articles, and Web pages anywhere with offline text-to-speech. This app is fully accessible with VoiceOver.

     For a detailed listing of apps for mobile devices that are accessible, visit us at www.ct.gov/besb and select “accessible apps for smart phones” in the general information section.
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