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In an effort to provide you with faster delivery of our newsletter and program flyers, save paper, and contain printing costs, we are now posting an expanded electronic version of this newsletter on our website: www.ct.gov/besb
If you provide us with your e-mail address, we will send a copy of the newsletter directly to you by e-mail, rather than mailing you a print copy. Please give your preferred e-mail address to your child’s TVI or contact the newsletter’s co-editors, nieves.sauerbrunn@ct.gov or jan.erikson@ct.gov.
We welcome your comments and ideas for future newsletters topics. 
SAVE THE DATE
Parent Education Program
Saturday April 18, 2015

     In the spring of 2014, the TVI’s in Children’s Services had the pleasure of attending a wonderful presentation by Richard H. Grayson Ph.D., a Pediatric Neuropsychologist from Southbury, CT. His topic was Executive Skills and School Performance in Visually Impaired Students: “What Every Parent and Professional Needs to Know”.  We felt this would be an excellent presentation for parents as well.
     Executive skills include the following areas of functioning: mental flexibility, working memory, rule learning and maintenance, behavior, planning, self-monitoring, problem solving, emotional control and social perception. Dr. Grayson will address assessment, developmental tasks requiring executive skills and will review intervention strategies.  This will be a very worthwhile day!
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                   LOOK WHO’S NEW AT BESB!

    
     Jessie Kirchner, Children's Services’ new Technologist, grew up in Guilford, CT. as a client of BESB before leaving the state in 2003 to attend college in Virginia and then graduate school in Michigan.  She earned degrees in both law and social work and worked in the office of College Student Conduct before returning to Connecticut to take on her new position at BESB.  She is a lifelong tech enthusiast and looks forward to inspiring a new generation of blind students to succeed in school and beyond.



          ********************************


                        Who (Else) is New at BESB?
     Patricia Epstein, our newest Education Consultant, is a lifelong resident of Connecticut. She has 3 sons, ages 18, 20, and 25.  Trish has a degree in English Literature from NYU and over the years has completed graduate courses in Elementary and Secondary Education at Saint Joseph College.  She has worked for over 9 years with a Braille reader, and was inspired to pursue a Master’s degree and certification as a TVI from UMass Boston.  She enjoys the Arts, including film and theater, and loves to hike and kayak. Trish lives with her dad, 1 beagle, and 4 cats in Manchester. She is very excited to be starting this new phase of life at BESB!



FamilyConnect-Support Resources and More
www.FamilyConnect.org



FamilyConnect is the online, multimedia community created by the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) and the National Association for Parents of Children with Visual Impairments (NAPVI). This website gives parents of visually impaired children a place to support each other, share stories and concerns, and link to local resources. The site features parent-authored blogs, message boards and inspiring video testimonials from families. It also includes articles authored by parents and experts in the field of blindness, multiple disabilities, technology, education, and more. 

On the FamilyConnect site you can browse information by age range and eye condition.  Search the directory to find support groups, agencies, schools, announcements for events, and other organizations within Connecticut and in other states.  You can customize FamilyConnect and receive content tailored for you and your family, including parenting tips related to your child's age, and information about upcoming events.  

The website is available in Spanish as well as English.  For Spanish, click on “en español” in the upper right corner and it will automatically translate the home page to Spanish.  Many articles on the website are also available in Spanish.    





On this website, you can create your own personal profile, upload a photo, share your news, and become friends with other parents like you that are registered on www.FamilyConnect.org .  If you are already a registered user of FamilyConnect, here’s how to get started: 
· Log in to FamilyConnect
· Go to “Edit Your Profile” page
· Say yes to the question “Include me in Family Friends?” and that’s it!

Then if you like, you can also add an “About Me” statement to help other parents learn a little bit more about you, and upload a profile picture.  As more FamilyConnect users opt into the service you will see “friend” suggestions in the upper right-hand area of the page.  Your “friend” recommendations will be based on the state where you live, as well as your child’s age and eye conditions.

You can use this new vehicle for social networking to reach out to other parents for advice and support and to share your own ideas, solutions, parenting tips, as well as your joy and pride in your children. 

Check the website out in English or Spanish at www.FamilyConnect.org 
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          Summer Fun … Had Me A Blast!!!

~Rode the subway to the N.Y. Metropolitan Museum. 

 ~Boarded trains at Grand Central Station.

  ~Worked at Old Navy. 

   ~Took the CT. Transit bus to the beach.

    ~Ran in a Color Run. 

     ~Explored college campuses. 

       ~Played Goal Ball. 

        ~Ordered pizza. 

         ~Made new friends and connected with old ones. 

          ~Rode tandem bikes. 

           ~Crossed streets solo. 

            ~Lived in a dorm. 

              ~Lived in a cabin.

               ~Worked together, and spread our wings.  

Stay tuned for more adventures in the summer of 2015…
LIFE, Skills for Life, and Camp Abilities.          
                                                                      
                       Learning to Row  

                           [image: MC900383102[1]]

     Three BESB students took to the Connecticut River on Saturday, June 7th and participated in a Learn to Row Day offered by Central Connecticut Rowing in Middletown, CT. It was a spectacular day on the river and all three students had the opportunity to learn and participate in the sport of rowing.
 
     The students had a tour of the boat house which included a hands on demonstration of the parts of a crew boat and learned the nautical terminology.  They had the opportunity to use a land rowing machine to practice the commands and strokes.  With a better understanding of the sport the students were ready to launch onto the river. Along with other novices and mixed with experienced Middletown High School rowers, they became part of an 8 oar crew.  The enthusiasm was contagious as they came off the boats excited and eager to go again! All three BESB students had the opportunity to go out onto the river twice. They all expressed an interest in continuing rowing as a sport as they move into high school.  

     Rowing is a team sport with no barriers as it provides students who have a visual impairment the opportunity to fully participate in a competitive high school sport. 
     Central Connecticut Rowing through the Middletown Parks and Recreation Department offers a Learn to Row Day to the public once a year at no charge.  If you have any questions or interest please feel free to contact Patty Leonard, TVI at patricia.leonard@ct.gov.
                     

                       

                        AND THE WINNER IS…
             
     Abby Ehrhardt, an eighth grade student at Canton Middle School, won this year’s NFB “BRAILLE READERS ARE LEADERS” contest in the middle school division.  She achieved this distinction by reading over 19,000 pages of Braille between June 1st and August 31st.  Some of Abby’s favorite books include the Harry Potter and the Maze Runner series.  The winners were honored at the Four Points Sheraton Hotel in Meriden on November 8th.  She states about her love of reading:

          “Since I don’t watch TV, I resort to the little 
      TV inside my head where I don’t have to fight for
      control of the remote!”
                                                           ~  Abby ~





The Department of Rehabilitation Services-Bureau of Education and Services for the Blind has compiled a list of Funding Opportunities/Benefits for Children with Disabilities and their Families.  Areas include: Government Benefits, Chronic Disabilities/Disability Specific Funds, Town/Regional Specific Funds, Adaptive Equipment & Assistive Technology Devices, and Wish Granting Organizations.  To receive the full list with complete details, please contact Gail Feld at gail.feld@ct.gov.  She will be happy to forward copy to you.












            Preschool Field Trips 2014-15
     
Below are the tentative dates and locations for preschool field trips/social gatherings for the 2014-15 school year.  As details and registrations become available, they will be distributed to families by their TVI and posted on www.familyconnect.org.   

	Date
	Location
	Contact

	
	
	

	December 6
10am-12pm
	Ice Skating at
Bushnell Park - Hartford
	Martha Delaney
860-602-4230

	January 10
	Dynamite Academy of Gymnastics in Waterbury
	Sharon Marie
860-602-4083

	Mid-February 
Date:TBA
	Imagination Museum
Bristol
	Martha Delaney
860-602-4230

	March 31
	How Do Dinosaurs Say Goodnight? at Dinosaur State Park
	Gail Johnson
860-602-4084

	May 16
	Beardsley Zoo
Bridgeport
	Lisa Pruner
860-602-4015


	June 19
	Playdate at
Where Angels Play
West Haven
	Gail Johnson
860-602-4084



Additional Opportunities:
· Lions Club Fishing Derby – April
· Helen Keller’s Birthday Celebration – June 6th – Waterford
· Early Connections Family Conference –  at Perkins School for the Blind – Watertown, MA -  May 2, 2015

             DORS/BESB POLICY UPDATE
                                   Brian Sigman


     I am pleased to report that through the DORS Strategic Planning process and subsequent approval from Rehabilitation Services Administration, effective October 1st 2014 students with vision impairments who are or were served by the Children’s Services Program of BESB on or after January 1, 2010 may transition to the Vocational Rehabilitation Program of BESB. Up until now, although BESB Vocational Rehabilitation could serve all transition age students of Children’s Services who are legally blind, those students with vision impairments that were being served by Children’s Services could not transition into BESB’s Vocational Rehabilitation Program. These clients could not participate in transition activities offered by BESB Vocational Rehabilitation, nor could their Children’s Services teachers access the same level of close collaboration and planning for these students that was available to them for students on their caseloads who are blind. With these new changes, a seamless transition between these BESB programs will be available to all participants. We are very excited about this change. For current clients of the Bureau of Rehabilitation Services who have vision impairments, and who were served by the Children’s Services Program of BESB on or after January 1, 2010, these clients may continue to receive services from BRS if they wish, or they can seek services from BESB VR. We are asking that BRS Counselors please make these clients aware of this new option. If you have any questions, please speak with your TVI.






                                     
                         MERIT BADGE NEWS



The Boy Scouts of America is currently developing a number of new merit badges for 2015. One of the merit badges under development is “Signs, Signals and Codes.” It will focus on forms of non-verbal communication such as the Morse code, American Sign Language, the Semaphore Code, hand and sound signals, and the Braille Code. Catherine Summ, one of the school age education consultants, is working with the merit badge development team on the Braille requirements for this merit badge. This promises to be a fun and interactive merit badge!
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