Proposed Change to the BESB Adult Services Policies

Key- Suggested additions to language are underlined words contained within asterisks; Suggested deletions are words contained within brackets. 

Deafblind Advisory Committee

The agency shall have a Deafblind Advisory Committee that shall assist the agency in the administration of this Program, and review all major policy and planning issues and decisions.  The Advisory Committee shall be composed of:   

a. The Executive Director of the Board of Education and Services for the Blind (BESB) or a designee *shall serve as an ex-officio, non-voting member*;

b. The Adult Services Supervisor from BESB *shall serve as an ex-officio, non-voting member*;

c.    A representative of the BESB Vocational Rehabilitation Division at the agency*shall serve as an ex-officio, non-voting member* ;

d.    A representative of the BESB Children’s Services Division at the agency *shall serve as an ex-officio, non-voting member*;

e.   A representative of the [Department of Social Services,] Bureau of Rehabilitation Services; 

f.  A representative of the Connecticut Institute for the Blind, Inc. DBA Oak Hill; 

g. The Commissioner of the Department of [Mental Retardation] *Developmental Services* or his or her designee; 

h. The Director of Southbury Training School or his or her designee; 

i. A representative from the Commission on the Deaf and Hearing Impaired, or a designee; 

j. A representative from [the New England Regional Center] *a National or Regional organization that is primarily concerned with services to individuals who are deafblind*; 

k. *Three (3) individuals* [Persons] subject to the pilot study authorized by Special Act 77-81 of the Connecticut Statutes, or their guardians or persons duly designated by said guardians;

l. A representative from the Helen Keller National Center;

m. A representative from [the Connecticut Deaf-Blind Association] * a community based organization representing individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing;*. 
n. *A voting member of the BESB Board;*  

o. *A representative of the Department of Social Services;*

p. * A representative of the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services;.*

q. *An individual who is deafblind.*
[At least one-third] *No fewer than three (3)* of the members of the Advisory Committee shall be consumers or their guardians.  

