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Suggestions for the classroom:

When telling _________ that he has done something in the right way be sure to use the term “correct” rather than the term “right”. The term “right” should  only be used for directionality.  This will lessen confusion since _________ will only hear “right” as it relates to spatial relations. A person would say, for example, “Great _________, that is correct, that is your left foot!!” rather than “Great, that is right that is your left foot!” Once he firmly has knowledge of his left and right it will be fine to use correct and right interchangeably.  

Non-verbal cues are often lost to a child with a visual impairment. _________ may not realize whom the adult is pointing to or making eye contact with so the use of each child’s name as needed is important.  Instead of saying, “what do you think?” as you make eye contact with Sally, be sure to say, “what do you think, Sally?” _________ will then realize the question has been directed to someone else and wait to hear his name before he answers.

Another non-verbal cue that is often lost to a child with a visual impairment is a quick point of the finger.  It will be far easier for _________ to correctly respond to: “put it on the red table” rather than “put it over there” while a finger quickly points in the desired direction.  

When asking _________ what he sees it is best to simply say, “what do you see?” rather than “Do you see __________?”  The latter implies that he should be seeing something in particular and will put pressure on him to come up with a response he may not be visually capable of.

Summary

Above are simple suggestions which will aid in _________’s understanding of his world.  _________ has a great deal of functional vision but events that occur quickly may be lost to him.  
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